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ing only to put o, νοο a 
ſerious and diligant 'Enquis = 
ry intothe truth an#lawful- 
ö | neſs: ee ra 
1p n Wann profeſs a d pr 
tians differ from you; Wc wh ĩ 
folly ſatiaße your own Conſeiencese Either in . 
taining them, if, upon à full Examinacion 
you find them to de * or in 
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in caſe they ſhall manifeſtly appear to be wrong; 
hope that as many of you as ſhall meet with this - | 
Paper, will-youchſafe to read it with attention and 
patience; and that you will earneſtly beg of God 
| ro open the Eyes of your Underſtanding; that you. 
may clearly diſcern all ſuch things as are agreeable 
to his holy Will, and neceſſary to your own Sal- 
vation; And that no Prejudice or Prepoſſeſſion of 


7 


vour Minds may prevail upc 

Errour. 33 ak og 
II. If you refuſe or negle& to enquire into the 
ground and reaſon of the RELIGION which 
On e and the ſeveral-Parts and 
Zit; Do not think that fit will excuſe 


f 

| 

| 

c 

\ 

2 

C 
Br nches 9 nk e 1 
| 3 before God at che laſt. Day, that yoh,᷑ Parents | Vv 
or Friends brought you up in this Religion, which a 
 _ - was profeſſed by your Forefathers; Or that your In 
Spiritual Guides have thus taught you: For a Few, 0 
a Tak, my: a, Heathen, May in che fame mannet᷑ ex- b 
cuſe themſelves to all Intents and Purpoſes as well IC 
as you. God has given you rational Souls; and if is 
you make uſe of your own Underftanding, I ſu 
m 


5 


ding to the beſt of your ſeveral: Capacities to res 
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_ ferve- your ſelves, as welt as you can, from thoſe | w 
_ Evils:or :Calamities: which otherwiſe. might,, for || to 
want of Care, befal you in this World; N there 
not much more Reàſon that you ſhohid de 
ſame Where your preoious Souls are-atftake Lo 0 
into youriown: Bible (uf you ſuſpec the Truth of IN 
ours) anchchere you will find: St. Peter himſelf giv-; o 
ing vou harge chat yon ſhould a/ aνν be pre- 0 
38 pared xv gj vn Satinfactiui t4:every one who asketh you's: 
reeſon'ef 4 nope that as in yon, 1 Petet iii. 5: la 
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true Religion, have broached moſt pernicious and, 
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like manner St. Paul directs you to prove Cor try]; 
all things, and to hold faſt that aubich is good: 1 Theſ. 


v. 21. And St. John, in as plain Words as may be, 
ſays unto you and to all Chriftians, Belo ved, believe. 
not every Spirit, but try the Spirits whether they are of 
God: For that many faiſe Prophets are gone out into 


' theIWorld. x John iv. 1. Many there are, and always: 


have been, who, under the pretence of teaching the 
dangerous Errors: Theſe are the falſe Prophets o 

which St. Jobn here ſpeaks: Nor is it poſſible for 
any Man to diſtinguiſh them from true Prophets 
or Teachers, except he tryt, examines, and ſcarches 
into their Doctrine, that he may thereby find 


whether they are guided by the. Spirit of God, or 


whether they are under a Spirit of deluſion. Ir is 
not enough for a Man to ſay (as I haye heard ſome 
of you) I am guided by my Spiritual Paſtor ; I. 
believe as the Church believes, and if Lam in Er-. 


or, the Church mutt anſwer for it; The Church 
is my Hoſtage and Security with God; with other 


1 F 4 


ſuch Expreſſions, too common. in che Mouths of 


many of you; who chooſe rather to take their 


whole Religion upon the Credit of their Prieſt, than 
to give themſelves a little Trouble in enquiring into 
the Truth of it. For every Man muſt anſwer for 
himſelf to God: Every Aan ſhall bear his own Bur- 
den: And therefore, let every Man prove bis: own. 
Work This own Actions, his own, Worſhip, his 
vi. 4, J. God, who is infinitely good and gracious, 
requires nothing from us that is beyond out ability ; 
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to perform; ; But as far us every Man is capable * 
W ng ard underſtanding iris Win, ſo far our own. 
Reaſon as well as the holy Seri peure, ſuffiejently i in- 
ſiorm us that ics our Duty diligently to enquire af- 
ter it: He being our Supreme Lord, to whom we 
Dis Creatures are indebted fer all that we are, and 
all that we have; and under whoſe abfolute power 
and dominio thewholeUniverſe-with everything 
therein fer ever was, und is, and ſhall be. 
III. When à Je, a Turk, or a Pagan, or any 
Perſon hd bras been brought up in Infidelity, is 
converted to che true Faith; before he is received 
and made à Member of this Church of *Chrift, it 
has Always and every where been the practice, that, 
at the time of bis Baptiſm, he ſhould ſolemnly 5 
make a ptofenon of the Chriftian Faith, and a pro- 
mils ef Ohriſtian Obedience. The way of doing 
: 8 been, and till continues fo be, by 
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returning” a proper ewe to certain Queſtions 
Which, t purpoſe, are appointed to be put 


t er es Eo an Infant is brought by his 
 Chriftizh Parents or Friends to be baptized, his 
Sureties ( wlom we commonly call Godfathers and 
Godtmothers) do in Gb ae make the like An- 
ſſwers to the fame Queſtions, as à Secutiey to the 
Church that the CHILD mall be brought up in 
the fame Faith and Religion. If therefore you 
would know hat chat TR Or Religion is into 
which you have — 7 and thereby 
made Members of C urch, and Heirs 
of eternal Salvatioh; date would only read 
the Office of B TE 2228 His ſet down in the Ri- 
0 of your own Church, n N wn 
| - w at 
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which is there added for the better underſtanding 


he frould nat be baptized withow ſufficient In{truition 
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what Anſwers you, or your Sureties in your Nang 


were required to make to the Queſtions then pro- 
poſed to you; which will fully inform you what that 


Faith or Religion is which your own Church muſt 


allow to be ſufficient in order to eternal Salvation; 


becauſe ſhe requires no more from any Man in order 


to his being received as a true Member of the Chri- 


ſtian Church, by the holy Sacrament of Baptiſm. 


And becauſe this Matter is a little more fully expreſ- 


ſed in the Order for baptizing Perſons who are of 


Age, than in that for the Baptiſm of Infants ; I ſhall 
from thence faithfully tranſlate all thoſe:ſame-Que- 
_ ftions and Anſwers, and then refer them to your 


ſerious conſideration: Nor will I conceal any thing 


either the Queſtions which are propoſed, or the Au- 
ſwers that are required to be return'd to them. 
IV. For Example then; Let us now ſuppoſe 


chat a Perſon, from-his-Infancy brought up; in 
Heathen Jdolatry, ſhould be ſo far perſuaded of 


the truth · of Chriftianity, as to become a Convert 
to it, and ſhould apply to 2 Prieſt of the Church 
of Rome, to the intent that he may be received into 


the Church by Baptiſm The Roman Ritual, pub- | 
liſhed by the Pope's Authority (which in theſe caſes 


is allowed to be the Rule whereby every ſuch Prieſt 


| is to be directed) the Roman Ritual, 1 ſay, in the 


firſt Place, orders (and that very rightly) chat ſuch 
Convert ſhould be .dibgently. inſtructzd in the Chri- 
ſtian Faith, and the Rules of holy living, und ſhould 
for ſome days be enerciſed; in. Works ef Hityg that his 


will and purpoſe ſhould often beguquired into; and that 
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F 
21. Ken ge; and by bis own free will and conſent” 
= chit: lch his inſtruction, knowledge, will and 
conſent mayopenly appear;ſo as to give ſatisfaction 
xo the Church, into which he is to be received, 
that he is à ſincere Convert, and a true Chriſtian; 
the Ptieſt is required, before he baptizes him, to put 2 
the following Queſtions to him, and the Convert to 
feturn ſuch — as are here en to the | 
Feveral 'Queſtions.” nile nos lte bor 
6 1 N29 = 1 i 0 r Þ-. 
Prisft. By Vol Nama art blen ea alld: 2 
2 — ic — for the Cm N. - 
"Chriſtian Name "Ta 
Which the. Funzer. | A - _—_ - "7 i, + 
+ CAT 3 "uk Convert. Frith 2: | © 
Prie ./ What® does Fairb procure for ou. TY i ride, 
quid tibi pfæſtat?: E IS” on . | $2 
Convert Eternal Li fea 81 1 701 773 
Frieſt. F ibo wilt dither] Lift, keep Shes Com- 
' mandiments. Tbbn hilt lobt the Lord thy — with 
all thy Heart, and"'wiith all tby Soul, and with all 
15 Mind, end thy Neigbbour as thy ſelf. On theſe 
two” Commandments The" whole Lau depends, and 
the - Now | Faith is, that thou ſhouldeft 
5 "Dofus one 2 in Trinity, and the Trinity i in Uni- 
19, "neither" confounding” ib Perſons nor dividing the 
Subſtance: For iber i one Perſon f tbe Father, 
a another ef the San, and another of the Holy Gbeſt; 
8 Bir the" Subſtance of theſe three" is dee, and qt one 
„ eee 15936 22hef. dt ha ons. - 
Prieſt. N. "Daft ohou delt aan? ted 5 1 
"Convert. T renounce bim. £3 e * We Dean oh =: III 
Prieſt. And all bis Worki2 bee, ER. 0 der, W. WEE 
Convert: J renounce revs. „FF är 
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Prieſt. And all bis Pomps ? ee ba N. 
Convert. I renounce tbem. 
Prieſt, Doſt thou believe in God a Father. Anighy, 
' the Creator of Heaven and Earth ? 
Convert. I believe. 8 
Prieſt. Aud doft thou believe in Jef Chris bis. only 
Son, our Lord, who was born and . 8 
Convert. 7 e e 
Prieſt. And do ſt thou' believe in the Holy Ghoſt, the | 
holy Catbolick Church, the Communion of Saints, the 
” Remiſſion of Sins, the Reſurrettion of © the ny "and 
eternal Life? 
Convert. z grade ts 


8 In the Order for adminiftcing Baptiſm as 5 well 
to Infants, as to Perſons who are of Age, as it is ſet 
down in the Roman Ritual, there are divers Things 
which are liable to very jult exception; of which 1 
here take no notice: My only deſign at preſent being 
© (as I have ſaid)to ſhew what that Faith and Religion 
is, into which all Members of the Roman Commu- 
nion are baptized. ' But as I paſs along, I cannot 
eee that when the Prieſt makes the ſign of 
the Croſs upon the Forehead and Breaſt of ſuch a 
Convert as I am now ſpeaking of; amongſt other 
things which he ſays to him, to exhort him to a 
holy Life, he bids him abbor Idols, and reject Images, 

. Horreſce Idola, reſpue ſimulacra ] which I think is 
hardly to be reconciled with che Practice of the 
Church of Rome, or with the Faith. which ſhezpro- - 
feſſes and avows: It being expreſly made an Article 
3 Faith, in that Church, that Honour and Veneration 
is 7b and to be given to the * of Cbriſt; the Virgin 


Mary, 
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nts + 4 PT Saints ; nor does it Appear that 

* e themſelves paid greater Worſhip. to 
their, Images, than what is maintained and practi- 
ſed in thoſe Countries where the Roman Religion 
is eſtabliſhed. Some perhaps will tell you — Si- 
malacrum and Imago have not exactly the ſame Sig- 
nification: For Anſwer to which, I need only re- 
fer you to a Latin Dictionary. Or if there ſhould 
be ſome ſmall Difference in the Signification of 
| theſe. two Words (as I profeſs. L can find none ) | 
yet this would be but a poor iſtinction to rely 
upon in Matters of Faith and Religion, upon 
Which the Salvation of our Souls depends. But 

1 muft return to the Point which I am now 
upon: 

VI. That the. Church may be the 3 ks. 
fied that the Convert is ſincere. in his Profeſſion of 
the Chriſtian Faith, he is required to repeat the 
Hpoſbles Creed together with, the Prieſt, and alſo 
10 lay the Led Prayer : Soon after Which, by 
Prieft puts the ſame Queflions to him touching 
renouncing of Satan with all his Works and — 
and his Belief of the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, 
and receives the ſame Fs as was done belore; ; 


And then farther alles 3 5 ; ms ME 175 | 

Prieſt. N. What 4 ip thus ane, 3; by 29 wy 
Convert Il. 1% „ 19 ord 
| e 5 8995 2K * 


And then thor priest bart e: | him ant Water, 
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Poly Ghoſt: By which he is admitted as à Member 


of the Church of Chriſt. 


VII. I need not here ſtand to give you any fuller : 


Account of this Order for adminiſtring Baptiſm ; 
of which you may fully ſatisfie your ſelves by hav- 


ing recourſe to the Roman Ritual 3 and ſuch of you 


as do not underſtand the Latin Tongue, may have 
it interpreted to you by any of your Clergy. But 
what I have now faithfully extracted out of it, is 


ſufficient to ſhew what that Faith and Religion is, 


upon the Profeſſion of which alone, every Perſon 
is, by the Sacrament of Baptiſm to be admitted as 


a Member of your own Church: And when an 


Infant is brought to be baptized, his Sureties in 
his Name make the very ſame, and no other Pro- 
. 0637, 045 a 17 Or 
VIII. Now here I beſeech you to obſerve, that 
in all this there is not the leaſt Word or Intima- 
tion ofthe Pope or his Supremacy, the Pre-eminence of the 
Church ef Rome above all other Churches, the Doctrine 
0 Tranſubſtantiation, the Sacrifice of the Maſs, the 
Vorſbipping of the Hoft, the Communion under one Kind, 
or Species alone, the Dactrine of Purgatory, with" Maſſes 
aud Prayers for the Dead, Indulgences, Praying to Saints, 
Worſhipping of Images and Relicks 3 tbe number af Ses 
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ven Sacraments, and neitber more nor fewer, Auriculur 


Confeſſion to 4 Prieſt, ' Penance, Pilgrimages; Ot᷑ of a- 
ny Point whatever, which at this time is contro- 
verted between you and us. If then 'neithier the 
Profeſſion nor "Belief of any of theſe Things is 


required as neoeſſary to qualify any Man to be 


baptized and received as a true Member of Chrift's 


Church; Is it not moſt proper for you to exa- 


— 


1 


9 2 + «3 r 
2 2 * "4. or 2 5 * * 
7 3 pr, 2 , * . . <> # 
. * * 0 
5 


i ) B- -- | 

mine and demand by what Authiotity they are im- 
poſed upon you to be believed and received as ne- 
ceſſary to eternal Salvation? Can any thing be 
neceſſary to Salvation, which God (the only Au- 
thor and Giver of Salvation) does not require from 
us? Or if God does thus require the Belief and 
Profeſſion of theſe things from us; why are they 
not expreſſed, or at leaſt ſufficiently implied in 
that Profeſſion which every Chriſtian is requi- 
red either in his own Perſon, or (if he be an In- 
fant) by bis Sureties to make when he is recei- 
_ a5 2 Member of Chrift's Church by Bap- 
f IX. The only Anſwer to this Difficulty, that 
I could ever meet with from any of you, is, That 
tho theſe things are not here expreſſad; yet they 
are all ſufficiently implied in that ene Article: of the 
Catboliek Church, which makes a part of the Apoſtles 
Creed; it being the Duty of every ſingle Chriſtian 
to believe as the Cburch believes; and that therefore 


when you profeſs that you believe the Holy Catbo- 


lick Church, you therein profeſs the Belief of all 
theſe things which the Church (you fay) believes, 
and has accordingly defined: For which reaſon, 
there are very few. of you, that ever give your 
| elves the Trouble of making any. farther Enquiry 
into the particular Points of your Faith. But if 
this be a good Anſwer, what neceſſity can there 


be for a Chriſtian, at the time of his Baptiſm, or 


indeed at any other time, to make Profeſſion of 
any other Article of Faith beſides this of :be Holy 
Catbolick Church, in which (according to this Doc- 
trine) all the reſt are ſufficiently implied and cen 
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Ter © | 
tained ? Or if it be neceſſary that a Chriſtian, at il 3 
the time of his Baptiſm, or his Sureties for him 
ſhould make Profeſſion of ſome other Articles of | 
Faith beſide this one; Why not of all: of them 2 4 
Or what Reaſon can be given, why the Profeſſion i 
_ of Faith, publiſhed. by Pope Pius the IVth. in the 
Year 1564, and now univerſally received andown= 
ed by the Church of Rome, as the true Catbolicł Faith, 
out of which wo Man can be ſaved, (as it is there ex- 
preſſed) Why this Profeſſion of Faith (I ſay) ſhould 
not, every Article of it, be made at the time of Bap- 
tiſm? Indeed the Matter ſeems very plainly: to 
ſpeak for it ſelf, that great numbers of learned 
Men, of the Roman Communion, know very well 
that the latter Part of Pope Pius's Profeſſion of Faitb, 
which we reject, was no Part of the Faith of the 
ancient Chriftian Church; and therefore the Go- 
vernours of your Church date not make it a Part 
of the Baptiſmal Profeſſion, left, by ſuch an Inno- 
vation, they ſhould give Occaſion for a Schiſm a- 
mongſt your. ſelves, which every Man may ſee. 
would ſoon be the Conſequence of the Introduc- 
tion of ſnck/'a Die . 
X. In the Converſation which I have had with 
divers Perſons of your Perſwaſion; finding them 
always to ground their Religion upon the Autho- 
rity. of the Church, which they ſay is an Infallille 
Guide, that cannot err in Matters of Faith ; I have 
often asked them what they mean by the Church ? 
To which ſome have anſwered, that they mean 
the Pape and the Cardinals; ſome, that they mean 
. the Clergy ; ſome, 4 General Council; and ſome, be 
Pope, and a General Council in Cenjunction ; but no: 
2 | f ff. 


/ 


they ground all their hope of Salvation. I beſeech 


E 


one that I have happened to meet with, has the | 


ven me that Account of the: Church which is ſet 
down in your own Catechiſm, commonly called 


the Roman Catechiſm, publiſt'd by the Pope's: Au- 


thority, in Purſuance of a Decree of the Council of 
Trent, for the Inſtruction of all Pariſh-Priefts,. and- 
as 4 Direction to them how they ought to inſtruct 
their People: And indeed it has aſtoniſhed me 
fomstimes to meet with Men, in other things, of. 

good Senſe, who have no right Notion of this 
Rüpertaut and fundamental Doctrine, upon which 


you therefore, in the fear of God, with Patience 


and Attention to read and conſider what I fhall 


here faithfully extract out of this Catechiſim concer:: 


ning the Explication of this Articles of gh, 4 ag 


Creed, T believe: tbe boly Catholick Church. ent 
2 And here I think it proper in chew: firſt 
Place; to take notice of what is there laſt of all 


mentioned : And 1 do it in order to remove a- 


common Error af Prejudice which! has poſſeſſed 


the Minds of many, if not moſt of you. Some of 


you, with whom 1 have diſcourſed, have argued: 
after this: manner: As we beliene in God: the Fa- 
"ther, in God 05 Son, and in God the Holy 


_<'Ghoſt-; ſo we believe in the holy Catholick ; 


© Churels: Ant this you, as well a8 we, profeſt 
© to- be che Chriftiare Faith : And does not this) 


© xinly few that we are to give the ſame Cre = 
dit and Belief co what: the Church defines or 
* 4 deelares, as if it Had been immediately 


deliver 
© ed by God himſelf ? After this manfter, I ſay, 


| 1 have — ſome of — to argue; aud as far 
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ane 
zs Tean find, the very ſame Notion ſeems to have 
taken Place in the Minds of moſt if not all of you. 
But this authentic Catechiſm of your own, out of 
which your Prieſts are required to inſtruct you, 
will teach you a very different Leſſon. I will fet 
down the Words of it firft in Latin, for the Satiſ- 
faction of ſuch of you as underſtand that Lan- 
guage, and then fairhfully render them into Eng- 
_tiſh, that you may be convinced I do not deceive 
you.: Thus then your own Catechiſm ſpeaks, 
nam igitur Eecleſiam Sanitam, et Catholicam eſſe, ne= 
ceſſario credendum eff. Tres enim Trinitatis perſonas, 
Patrem, et Filium, et Spiritum Sanctum, ita'credemus. 
ut in eis ſſdem noſtram collocemus, Nunc autem, mu- 
tate dicendi forma, Sanctam, et non in Sanctam, Ec- 
cleſiam, credere proſttomur; ut, bac etiam diverſa I- 
Juendi ratione, Deus omnium effettor' a creatis rebus di- 
ſinguatur. In Engliſb thus, Ir 3s therefore neceſſurp to 
believe that there is one Holy and Catholick Cbureb. For 
ve ſo believe the three Perſons of the Trinity ; the Father, 
and the Son, and the Holy'Ghoſt, that in tbem we plate 
our Faith: But now, the form of ſpeaking being altered, 
we profeſs: 10 beliewe;itbe\Holy Chureb, but not to believe 
i it 3 tbat by this different way of Expreſſion, God, the 
Aer of all things, may be diſin gu from the Gren- 
tures. I think this Paſſage if well eonfidered; might 
go a great way to put an end to all Controverſies 
that ars between us: The Catechiſm, out of which 
it is taken, 15 of uncontradicted Auchoricy in"the 
Church of Roms; and therefore 1 call upon 
you, in the Name of God, and of your own Chütch, 
to hearken with Attention to this important Doc- 
trine which, out of it, 1 here diſtinctly lay before 
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XII. We are taught by it, from the Apoſtles 
Creed, (which both you and. we receive) -to be- 
| liewe in God the Father: We are alſo taught to be- 
lieve in God the Son: And we are taught to believe 
in God the Holy Ghoſt. In this Holy Trinity we are 
| taught to place our Faitb. But we are expreſly 
taught not to believe in the Holy Catholick Cburch; but 
only to believe that there is one Holy and Catholick 
Cburcbh; and the Reaſon given for this different ſort 
of Belief is moſt ſtrong and unanſwerable: For 
the whole Body of the Church being made up out 
of Mankind, who are all Creatures; if we ſhould 
believe in the Cburch, as we believe in the bleſſed Tri- 
nity, we ſhould not make a ſufficient difference be- 
tween God and his Creatures, This is the plain and 
ſound Doctrine of your Church's Catechiſm; and if 
_ - your: Clergy, who have the Care of your :Souls, 
edo not diſtinctly and diligently inſtruct. you in it; 
but ſuffer you, or any of you, to remain in an er- 
.roneous Opinion that you are to believe in the Holy 
Cat bolict Church, it is plain that they do not deal 
faichfully by y ou. N n 555 Sp 
XIII. When any Doctrine plainly appears to be 
delivered in thoſe Holy Seriptures, which bott you 
and we acknowledge to be the Word of: God; this 
wwe muſt all own ro be the Doctrine of G,; nor 
can we entertain the leaſt Doubt of the Truth of 
Cod we are tu place our Faith, as your Catachiſmiex- 
preſly teaches; But when the Churcb delivers a 
Doctrine, we ate not to receive it as a Doærine 
_ of Faith, until it APPEACE that the Church ber ſelf bas 
io received it from God: For otherwiſe we 3 


* 
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place r Fein the Church; we ſhould believe I N 
the Church ; which the ſame Catechiſm, as plainly as 
Words can make it, tells us we are by no means 
to do; and chat if we ſhould do ſo, we ſhould 
not, as we ought to do, ſufficiently diftinguiſh be- 
TWO God and his San 92 | 
_ on This Matter, I think, is as clear as the 
Light at Noon-day: And therefore you muſt ei- 
hu deny the plain Doctrine of your Catechiſm, or 
elſe you muft never receive any Doctrine of Faith 
1 0 the Authority of the Church, until you are 
me other way convinced that God has delivered 
# it, as a Doctrine oF Faith, unto the Cituret? her 


XV Here then we are cy to put the whole 
Conroverly Between ou and us upon this fair and 
clear iſſue: Let your Church bring ſufficient Proof 
| that ſhe has received all the latter part of Pope Pi- 
1 Profe on of Faith from God himfelf ; "Rd if 
ſhe can fo do (as it is plain ſhe never can) we ſhall 

' ready to join with her in the ſame, Profeſſion : 
ut as Tong as this is not done (nor, again I fay it, 
can ever be done) Ibeſeech you in the Name of 
God; not to deceive your ſelves, by embracing ſuch 
Things upon the bare Authority of your Church, 
without enquirin farther into the Truth of chem. 
Or, if you'are"refplved to ſhut your Eyes, and to 
give. your ſelves up to the Conduct of the Guides 
which you have made Choice of; you ought oe” 
to be fo unreaſonable'as ever to expect that tho ſe 
Who walk with their Eyes open, and make uſe 
of. the Underftanding which God has given the m. 


to e between 'D * and Error, will ever” 
N run 


run the manifeſt Hazard of their eternal Salvation, 
D ,, 4 Ho 805 
XVI. Having thus fairly laid before you the 
Nature of that Belief which your own Catechiſm 
reaches you to have [not in, but] of the bol Ca- 
tholick Church; I beſeech you to hearken with Atten- 
tion, whilſt out of the ſame Catechiſm, I ſhew you 
what this holy Catholick Church is, which you are 
thus required to believe or acknowledge: And here 
(not to take up your Time with Things which 
are 5 you are there plainly told, in 
the Words of St. Auguſtine, That the Church is [God's] 
faithful People diſperſed through the whole World. That 
of this Church there are two Parts, the Triumphant and 
| the Militant. The Triumphant is the Company of the 
Bleſſed. in Heaven, The Militant Church is the Gem. 
pany of all the Faithful who live upon the Earth. 
That wicked Men, together with thoſe. who are Righ- 
teous, are included in the Church ; Whom God tan and 
will diſtinguiſh one from the other, . alth# we cannot 
always do it with Certainty : That in this Article of 
_ the Creed, the Church ſignifies the multitude both of good 
and bad Men (meaning ſuch as profeſs the true 
Faith and Religion) 4 not only the Governours, but 
alſo the People whoſe Duty it is to obey, That the 
— Church is Catholick, that it to ſuy, Univerſal, becauſe- 
it 3s "mor confined to one Kingdom, or one ſort of Men, 
but takes in al; and that all who have or de, or ſhall 
profeſs the, true Faith, from Adam to the end of. the. 
World, belong to the ſame Church; which all who. de- 
ſire eternal Salvation ought. to hold and embrace. This 
then in the, Catbolick Church, which the. Apoſtles Creed 
and your own Catechiſm teach you to believe. It 
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eonſifts not of the Clergy alone, either in Council 
or otherwiſe, (as, many of you, without farther 
enquiring, ſeem to think) but is made up of the 
- whole Company of true Believers, Laiiy as well as 
5 Clergy. It is not (as your Catechiſm expreſly teaches) 
Men :. But all Men, Barbarians, Scythians, Servants, 
Freemen, Males. and Females are comprebended in it. 
Provided always that they embrace the true Faith 
* and Religion (for this is er to be underſtood) 
neisher are any Perſons ,excluded oat of it; except In. 
J Kall, who neuer were in it, Hereticks and Schiſmaticks, 
ar 2e, bave; departed from it, and. thoſe. nie by its. 
is || Fudgment, are excommunicate,. and. caſt out of its Com. 
be _ MAH op eee nne m2 hot 
„„ - XVIL.. Your Catechiſm. indeed farther teaches 
th | You, that, as this Holy Catholick Church is, by. 
„we Faith, and one Bapti/m, made ove Body undet one 
nd Led and .Governour, | Teſus Cbriſt, whom God but 
5 made the Inviſible Head of this Church, ſo is there al- 
of | fo « viſible Head and/Governour it upom the Earth, 


* 


od. That is to ſay the. Biſhop of Rome, who. (as it is pre- 
ne | tended) , be lawful Sweeeſar of St. Pe ter Prince of 
e be Apeſtl; and that 5% is; the wnanimons Opinion of 
the all the Fathers that this viſib Mot 24; is neceſſory in ore 
"3 der to the ſettling and priſet wing the Qburcbes Upury: But 
— the few Sentences that; ate produced owe of: ſoms 
all of the Fathers, in otdet: 40 ſhew this cel be the 
the unanimous: Opinion of them: a are fat ſhort of pro- 
dee ving what they are: brohghe far; as might eaſily 
his be ſhewn, if it were my preſent Purpoſe ag enter 
It St. Cyrien, as they aneo there quats do are ſufn. 
s "MS ==  ” SO 
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chens ey themſelves (if they are allowed oof 5 for 
ever to overthrow all the Pretenſions of the Pope 
or Biſhop of Ryume's being the viſible Head and Go- 
wvernour of the Catholick Church; except he can 
find ſome other Foundation for it, than that of 
his being the Succeſſor” of St. Peter. For whate- 
ver honourable Mention the antient Fathers may 
ſometimes make of St. Peter, as being a very emi- 
nent Apvftle, or of the Biſhop of Rome as being 
his Succeffor (if really. he be 0) and Biſhop of 
the chief City. of the greateſt Empire in "the 
World; yet Sk. Cyprian, as he is here quoted, in 
expreſs Terms, grants: that our bleſſed: Saviour, 
after bis ReſurreFion, gave equal Power to oll the A= 
poſt les. Luamvis Apoſtolis omnibus, poſt Reſufreftio- 
 nens- ſuanty/ purein poreftarem\ tribuar, et dicat :; ficut 
miſit me” Pater, et Ege mitte vos: Aceipite ſirimm 
fencium, &c. If then Chriſt gave equal Power to 
_ all the \ Apoſtles, it is plain that he gave no more 
Power: pt; $66 York than What he did to every other 
Apeſtle c and; conſequently: that St. Pere had no 
Government over te Church than Whateach 
of the other Apoſtles was entitled to; nor is there - 
fore to be look d upon as che fi "gle Heal or Povers | 
nder of rhe whoke C0 e pats 

XVIII. The Word \Eabolick iv taken em the 
Fog and 9 fgptne exactly the ſame with\Univers 
Word Kere from the Latin. As 
2 L in Church," thereſoss is nothing elſe bue 

the Uni u Church of lt Ages aud Places, and 
ocdingly is ſo de ſaribed in out own Carechi/m, | 

| as L have th n you id the: Corbolith )Burtb nei- 

cher . nab can be, e thing but the Uni- 


verſal 
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8 Faith of the Univerſal Chureh : And if any. 
Point of Doctrine has been received 1 7 taught 


only by 4 Part of the Catholick Church, this cannot 
be ſufficient to make j it become an Article of the 
Catholick or Univerſal, Faith. It is on all Hands ac- 
knowledged that, before the coming bf Chriſt in- 
to the World, ſome Points of Faith were not ſo 
clearly and fully made known to the Church of 
God, as they have been ſince: Of which there- 
fore there are only ſome, obſcure and imperfect 
Footſteps and Repreſentations in the old 1055 and 
the Prophets. But when Jeſus Chriſt brought the 
clear Light of the Goſpel into the World, he. 
thereby made all theſe things ſo far manifeft, as 
he required the Belief of them from us; and his 
Apoſtles after him, being faithful Stewards of the 


_ Myſteries of God, taught every thing that was ne- 


ceſſary to be known unto the Church; nor did they. 
ſhun to declare unto them all the Counſel of God; as St. 
Pau! ſays of himſelf, Ac xx. 27. If therefore you 
would know what the true and complete Catbo- 
lick Fauth is, Look back to the ApoRtlestheraſelves, 
and learn from their own Writings, what that 


Faith is which was once [by them] ere to the 


Saints; Fude iii. What are thoſe Dotrines which 
they themſelves taught and preached, 2 requi- 
red to be 8 and believed by afl Chriſtians. 


For this, and nothing FE is to be lobk d on 4s. 
_ the Catholick, or N Val itt, 0 7 e' Cathilick.. or. 
Univerſal Church, of all Ages ani 118 Aces. In all 
s of the Chriſtian Church, there ha ve been. 

ſome of: them Men of ety and Lear- 


| ning). who! have mug and wa A ſeveral OW 


pinions; 
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pinions ; ſome of which are manifeſtly falſe ; and 
though ſome of them may *appear to be proba- 
ble, or, it may be, true; yet no ſuch Opinion is 
to be 9970 as an Article of the Catholick or U- 
vi verſal Faith, ot the Belief of it to be owned as 
neceſſary to eternal Salvation, except it appears ' 
to have been ſo taught by the Apoſtles and firſt 
XIX. By this plain Rule I beſeech you all to 
make Tryal of all thoſe Additions which Pope Pi- 
us has made to the anticnt. Catholick Faith. The A- 
poſtles Creed, 1 ſay, contains all that Faith, the Pro- 
feſſion of Which is, even by your own Church, 
required in order to Baptiſm ; as I have already 
ſhewn you. The Nicese. Creed (as it is uſually cal- 
led) explains the Apoſtles Creed in ſome Points, but 
makes no Additien co it: And this was the only 
Creed in which your. own, Council of Trent made 
Profe ſſion of their Faith when they began to ſit ; 
as. appears from the publick Acts of that Coun- 
cil. The Athanaſian Creed is à fuller Explication 
of ſome of the Doctrines contained in the two for- 
mer Creeds; but does not ſo much as pretend to 
add any new one to them; nor was any other Creed 
or Profelſion of Faith tequited even by the Church 
of Rome, fox many Ages after the coming of Chriſt, 
except theſe three. But after the Council of Trent 
had taken upon it ſelf to determine many other 
Points, not only as Points of Doctrine, which they 
would nor allow to de concradicted ;' but as Mor- 
ters of Fanb and neceſſary to be believed in order 
rg eternal "Salvation ; in che Year 1564. Pope Pius 
the IVth. in Purſuance of the * 
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this Council, publiſhes a new Profeſſan of what he | 
calls the true Catholick Faith ; in which he firſt re- 


Cites the Nicene Creed, and then adds many other 


Articles to it (which you will find faichfully tranſ- 
lated at the end of this Addreſs) all which, taken to- 
gether, he calls the true Carbolick Faith, without 


which no Man can be ſaved, and binds the Biſhops 


and Clergy of his Church, under a ſolemn Oath, 


themſelves to make Profeflion of it, and to teach 
the ſame to the People committed to their Care. 
XX. Here then I beſeech you all carefully to 
read over theſe Additions, and to try them, by the 
plain Rule which I have laid down, whether they 
are to be look'd upon as part of the Catbolick or 


Univerſal Faith of the Catholick or Univerſal Church, 


in all Ages and Places from the Days of the Apo- 


ftles to this prſent Time. Your Doctors and learn- 
ed Men have taken much Pains to pick up ſome 


ſcattered Sentences here and there out of the Fa- 


thers or ancient Writers of the Church, which 


they generally miſinterpret to give ſome counte- 


nance to theſe their Doctrines: But the Queſtion 
here is not what was the Opinion of theſe or any 


of theſe antient Writers or Fathers: For it is well 


known that they had private -Opinions of their 
own, in ſome of which they were ſometimes mi- 
ſtaken ; nor is even the privace Opinion of a Wri- 
ter to be gathered from ſome Rhetorical or Fi- 
gurative Expreſſions which it is well knowh the 
Fathers often make uſe of to ſtrike the Imagination 


and move the Affections of the People. Our pre- 
ſent Enquiry is after the Univerſal Faith of the Uni- 
verſal Church 5 or what thoſe Doctrines or Points 


were 


were which the Apoſtles themſelves every where 
taught as neceſſary to be believed in order to Salvation, 
and as ſuch were every where and at all times pub- 
tickly received and owned by the Chriſtian Church. 
XXI. To inſtance then in ſome of the moſt 
notorious and palpable Additions which Pope Pius, 
in Purſuance of the Decrees of the Council of 
Trent, has made to the Chriſtian Faith, and which 
your Church accordingly receives and awns ; I be- 
eech you to conſult the Holy Scriptures, and 
to make all the Enquiry you can whether the A- 
poſtles taught theſe following Things; and, whe- 
ther they taught them as Matters of Faith, without 
_ The Belief of which no. Man can be ſaved ; as it is ma- 
nißfeſt your Church now teaches the. 
XXII. Did the Apoſtles, in all Places where 
they Preached, teach the Chriſtian Church, un- 
der the Penalty of Damnation, to believe bat in 
rhe Mals there is offered c trus, proper and 'propitia-= 
"tory Sacrifice for the Living and the Dead? Or is 
there the leaſt Mention or Intimation of ſuch a 
Sacrifice as this, in the whole New Teſtament? We 
are there indeed ſufficiently informed that - Jeſus 
Chriſt ſuffered upon the Croſs, that he laid down, 
his Life, and offered himſelf as 4 Ranſom, a Pro- 
pitiation, a Sacrifice for our Sins: Particularly I de- 
_ fire you to read the latter Part of the ninth Chap- 
ter of St. Paul's Epiſtle to the Hebrews, and there 
you will find that there is no ſuch thing as an 
unbloody propitiatery Sacrifice (as. you, call your pre- 
tended Sacrifice of the Mals.) For withour ſhedding 
f Blood is no Remiſſien, v. 22. And that there was 


no neceſſity that Chriſt ſhould offer bimſelf often — 
¶ Jer then muſt be often have ſuffered ſince the Foun- 


dation 
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peared to put away Sin by the Sacrifice. of bzmſe 


v. 25, 26. and again, v. 28. Chriſt was once offered 


to bear the Sins of many. Here it is moſt- plain 
the Apoſtle.ſreaks of Chrift's ſuffering and ſhedding 
of bis Blood (which was done upon the Croſs) as 
the only ſacrifice of bimſelf which he once and but 
once'made for our Sins ; and that there. was no 


other way of his ſo offering himſelf but by his 


ſuffering. If therefore every time Maſs is faid, 
Chriſt is offered as a true Proper and propitiatory 
Sacrifice, and we are bound to believe this under 
pain of Damnation; is it to be imagined that St. 
Paul ſhould here take no manner of notice of it? 
Or that neither he, nor any other of the inſpired 
Writers ſhopid give us the leaſt intimation of a 


matter of ſo great importance? When our bleſſed 
Saviour at his laſt Supper before his Crucifixion, 


took Bread, and having bleſſed and broken it, 
gave it to his Diſciples, ſaying tałe cat this is my 
Body which is given for you: And alſo the Cup, 
ſaying, Drink ge all it; for this is my Blood of 
the New Teſtament, which is ſhed for many. for the 
remiſſien of Sins : When our bleſſed Saviour, I ſay, 
before he ſuffered upon the Croſs, did al this ; 
Did he then offer himſelf as a trus proper und pro- 
pitiatory Saorifiee far the living and the, dead? If not, 
by what Authority does any Prieſt take en him 


to offer ſuch a Sacrifice as often as he ſays Mals? 


But if our Saviour did at that time make a pro- 
pitiation for: the living and the dead, by Offeting 
himſelf as a Sacrifice for them; what reaſon can 
there be, why he ſhould, «fier that, again make 
CL 7 a pro- 
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4 propitiation for them, by offering himſelf a Sa- 
_ erifice upon the Croſs? Search the Holy Scrip- 
tures (and I believe I may add all other Books, 
Except thoſe of your own Writing) and you will 
no where find ſo much as the notion of a true, 
proper propitiatory Sacrifice without the death or 
diſſolution of the Thing ſacrificed ; nor is our Sa- 
viour any where repreſented as ſuch a Sacrifice, in 
the. proper Senſe of the Word, but only as he 
died for us; Does then our bleſſed Saviour die in 
reality, as often as Maſs is ſaid? And if not, How 
can he there be offered up as 4 true, proper and pro- 
pitiatory Sacrifice? Nor will it avail any thing up- 
on this Occaſion, to' produce a few looſe Senten- 
ces out of the Fathers, wherein they ſometimes uſe 
the word Sacrifice in fpeaking of this Holy Sacra- 
ment: For in a figurative or rhetorical Senſe, 
Prayers, Praiſes, and every holy Action or Thing 
may, and often have this Name given to it. But 
vour Church requires Men under Pain of Damna- 
tion to believe that in tbe Mals there is offered 4 
true, proper, and propitiatory Sacrifice ; which they 
can never prove to have been taught by the A- 
poſtles, or believed by the Catholick Church of 
all Ages, or indeed of any Age whatever. 5 
XXIII. In the next place, Did the Apoſtles 
every where teach the Chriſtian Church, under 
pain of Damnation to believe that in the moſt boly 
Sacrament of the Euchariſt, there is truly, really and 
ſubſtantially, the Body and Blood, together with the 
Soul and Divinity of our Lord Feſus Chriſt? And 
that there is a converſion [ or change] made of the 
whole ſubſtance of Bread into the Body, and of _- 
"DJ £ | whole 
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whole ſubſtance of Wine into the Blood which cons. 

verſion { or change ] the Cathelick Church (as it is 
prerended ) calls Tranſubſtantiation. When one ſub-. 
ſtance is converted, that is to ſay turned or Changed 
into another, the meaning is, that the latter ſub- 


ſtance is made of the former. Thus when our 
bleſſed Saviour turned Water intò“ Wine, it is on 

all hands allowed, that the Vine was by his Divine 
Power, made of the Water; or, which is the ſame 
thing, the Water was made Wine, às the Text ex- 
preffes it: Fob” ii. 9. And when the ſubſtance of 
an Egg is turned into à Bird, the Bird is truly 
ſaid to be made of the ſubſtance of the Egg; and 
ſo in all other Caſes. If you ſhould privately con- 
vey an Egg (for Example) out of its place, and 
as privately put a piece of Ivory of the very ſame, 
ſhape, colour and bigneſs into the room of it, no 
Man in his Wits would ſay that the Egg was 


thereby turned into Ivory. But to turn one thing in- 


to another is always underſtood to be the very ſame 
as to make one thing of another, Is then, the Body 
of Chriſt rruly, really and ſubſtantiallj made of Bread; 
and his Blood of Wine; in the holy Sacrament ? And 
did the Apoſtles every where teach that wit bout 
the belief of this no Man can be ſaved? Does nor 
St. Paal expreſly call what we eat in this Sacra- 
ment Bread? (A., often as ye eat this Bread, &c. 
Whoſoever ſhall eat this Bread, &c. Let bim eat of that 
Bread, &c. 1 Cor. xi: 26, 27, 28.) and are not thoſe 
Wards of our bleſſed Saviour, ) this'is my Body, ebis 
is my Blood, (which are the ſole foundation of this 
Doctrine of yours) as fairly to be accounted for, as 
when ie ſays, Tam ibe Vine, ye are the. Branches, 


John xv. 5. I am the Door, John x. 7. I am Foe 
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goed Sbepberd, v. xx. without the neceſſity of ſup- 


poſing 2 Tranſabſtantiation in one of theſe Caſes ra- 


ther than in the others? The Apoſtles Creed, ſpeak- 
ing of our bleſſed Saviour Feſus Cbriſt, as he is 
Man, ſays; he was conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, born 
of [the Virgin Mary. The Athanaſian Creed, ex- 


plaining this Article, ſays that he is Man of the 


ſubſtance of bis Mother born in the World; But ac- 
cording to your Doctrine, every. time that Maſs 
is celebrated, he may truly be ſaid to be concei- 
ved and born (tho not brought forth) after quite 
another manner; and to be Man of the Subſtance of 
Bread, and Men of the Subſtance of Mine. Do not 
think that I endeavour to make your Doctrine of 
Tranſubſctantiation more ridiculous than it is in it 


ſelf: For indeed, to all but your ſelves who are 


prejudiced in its favour, it appears to be as abſurd, 
contrary ; both, to Senſe and Reaſon, as any 


thing poſlibly can be. If then the Apoſtles had 


taught that the Belief of this ſame Doctrine is ne- 
cellary to Salvation, is it to be imagined that they 
ould not have ſpoke ſo plainly as to leave no room 

or any one to doubt of their meaning ? And if this 
had been the Doctine of the primitive Church, 
would not the profeſſed Enemies of Chriſtianity 
have then made the abſurdity gf it one great Ob- 
jection againſt the Truth of our Religion? which 


yet we do not find that, in thoſe Days, they erer 


Ad. Do not ſuffer your ſelves to be kept blind- 


* 


fold ; but open the Eyes of your Underitanding 
aud enquire into the Truth of theſe things where- 
in your eternal. Salvation is concerned. If every 
Word and Expreſſion of Holy Scripture muſt be 
MS 1 .-y nf} al} vt ans 
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129 f 
taken in the ſtrict literal Senſe, it win follow? 


that Chriſt is literally a Vire, 4 Door, 4 Shepherd, 


with a: Multitude more of Abſurdities that neceſſa- 
rily muſt ariſe from this way of interpreting theſe 
divine Writings: But if Scripture Language be to 
be underſtood in the ſame manner as all other Books 
are, and all our common Diſcourſe one with anos 


ther, upon all Occaſions is; When thie literal Senſe 


of any Word or Expreſſion appears to be contra- 
ry to plain Senſe apd Reaſon, we ought to take 
ſuch Word or Expreffion in ſuch other Senſe as 
according to the common way of ſpeaking, ir wit 
fairly bear. This is the plain and reaſonable Rule 
which all your own learned Men, as well as our 
conſtantly take, -or pretend to take, in eee 
ing all other Paſſiges'of' the Holy Scripture, and 


all other Books, Writings, and Diſcourſe whatever; 


and what 1 ide Reaſon can be given uh 
we ſhould mor foodie ſame, in Ref per thoſe 
Words of our ble Saviour, 157 is 0, ard 
this' m Blood 2-0 'we fuppoſe un "In meaning to 
be chat this Bread and Wine, Which he blefſed and 
diſtributed amongfſt His Diſciples; were the figure, 
repreſentation, and piedge of f his Body crucifted, 
and bis Blood ſhed fer ue; "chit 1 78 
caſy and natural, Vonförmable t6 

of ſpeaking amongthe"Few: and indeed amoright 
all Men; #ndi exact 


what he gave to His 


es Was fridy, l 
Kae bis - "Bly 
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3. 15 en every Man that will but conſider 
che Mat If, when we have made the beſt En- 
lic Io eie we refuſe to give credit to plain 

nd Reaſon, we undermine the very. Founda- 


ing: But if your Doctrine of Tran- 


y oth 
fbf entiation muft be believed, our plaineſt Senſes 


Jon Reaſon muſt firſt be nd aſide : What we ſee 


certain way of diſtinguiſhing one Body from ano- 
ther, than their being at the ſame time in diſtant 
Places, yet we muſt believe the very ſame Body of 


Chriſt to be in as many different and diſtant Places, 
at one and the ſame time, as Wherethe Holy Sacra- 
us Abſurdities, 


ment is e Theſe m 


hat follow, from them, (have; in 


but what rey receive = —— a 


XXIV. Some of yeur Writers, and — of 


vou with whom. J have ſamecimes converſed; have 
taken 2 2 eſperate way not to vindigate, but 
| relter the Ws 01 75 uhſt antiat ion 


pen the monſtrous. Abſurdities with, a e 


bly it ; by; allgdgiog that che Difficulties 


# 


which it is attended, are,neither more non greater 


—_— thoſe which Heretic n > re againſt the 


* of the Bleſſed T here fore tore (lay 


6%.) we e of «| Brass, dae 
2 1. Te ſtanding 


tion 75 al 1 155 lod in Religion as well as 


and feel and ſmell and taſte to p* bread and Wane, 
we mult believe not to be ſo; but to be the Body 
and Blood of a Man; and tho we have no more 


e Chriſtia ty the very . ack T5 
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ſtanding thoſe Objections which human Reaſon 
brings againſt it; why may we not in like manner 
believe-the other alſo 2 Whether this bold. Allega- 
tion may not influence ſome Men to become Soci- 
nians, let them conſider who advance it; but no 
Man, I think, of common Senſe can ever be brought 
over to the Roman Profeſſion by it. For to ſay no- 
thing now of the ſtrength of the Proofs that are 
brought from holy Scripture for the Doctrine of 
the Trinity, and the exceeding Weakneſs of thoſe for 
Tranſubſtantiation ; there is a very wide Difference 
to be made between a Doctrine that is dire#ly con- 
trary to our Reaſon, and one that is altogether above 
it. The whole Doctrine of light and colours is 
altogether above the reaſon of a Man who never had 
Sight; it being impoſſible for him, for want of a 
2 er Faculty, to ſorm any right notion of them: 
And yet a blind Man, upon the Teſtimony of choſe 
with whom he converſes, may firmly believe that 
there are ſuch things: But if all the World ſhould 
tell him that Snow is hot and Fire cold, or that 


Wooll is hard and a Stone ſoft, it would be impoſ- 


ſible. for him to give credit to them, becauſe his 
Senſe of feeling aſſures him of the contrary. In 
like manner, we own that the Doctrine of the Bleſ- 
ſed Trinity is altogether above our Reaſon and Under- 
ſtanding ; neitheris Reaſon(and much leſs our Senſes) 


a proper Judge of it: And therefore as we believe 
it upon the ſole authority of God in wh a0 ture, 


ſoweregard not the Objections which the preſump- 


tuous Reaſon of ſome Men pretends to form againſt. 


it. But the Doctrine of Tranſubſtamiation is di- 


rect iy contrary to my Reaſon and my. Senſes alſo. 
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Take a piece 'of Bread in one Hand, and a Cup 
of Wine in the other; my Senſes by frequent Ex- 

ence aſſure my Reaſon, that the one is really 
Bread and the other Wine: A Prieſt ſays the Prayer 
of Conſecration over them; after which I ſee them, 
I touch them, I ſmell them,” F tafte them; = 
find them to de exactly the ſame as they were be- 
fore: I eat of the one, and drink of the other, and 
teceiye the very fime Refreſhmerit and Nouriſhment 
from them as formerly Idid: And altho' this Bread 
and Wine are by Conſecration fanctifled and fer a- 
1 wk al 55 yet my Senſes ki moſt 88 
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Fou term it) is, there is truly, really, and ſabſtanti. 
ally the Body of Chriſt, the very ſame Body which 


is now in Heaven; and that there are thouſands and 


thouſands of theſe ſame conſecrated Hoſts in diſtin and 


ſeparate Places, at one and the ſame time, upon 


Earth, that is to ſay in all thoſe ſeveral Places where 


Maſcs is celebrated, is allowed by all; nor is there 
any ſurer way to know that any two Bodies are di- 
ſtinct and ſeparate Bodies, than by their being at 
the ſame time in diſtin& and ſeparate Places. A- 
gain, If a conſecrated Hoſt (as you call it) is broken 
into ten thouſand Parts, and if the Blood of Chriſt 
(as you call that which is conſecrated inthe Cup) 
be divided into ten thouſand Drops, you are required 
(according to your Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation) 
under pain of Damnation to believe that Chriſt's 
whole and intire, Body, Blood, Soul, and Divini- 
ty, is truly, really, and ſubſtantially contained in eve- 
ry one of theſe Parts and Drops, being ſeparated 
one from the other, as he was in the whole, be- 
fore ſuch ſeparation was made. And that you may 
not think Ii mpoſe upon you, hear what the Coun- 
eil of Trent ſays of this Matter. Having determi- 
ned that, in the holy Sacrament of the Euchariſt, after 
the conſecration of the Bread and Wine, our Lord Fe- 
ſus Chriſt, true God and Man, is truly, really and 
ſubſtantially contained under the Appearance of thoſe ſen. 
ſible Things (Sell. xiii. Cap. 1.) they add this Curſe, 

(Can. iii.) If any one ſhall deny that, in the venerable 
Sacrament of the Euchariſt, whole Chriſt is contained 

under each Kind, and under the ſeveral Parts of each 


Kind, in caſe à Separation be made, let him be accur- 


ſed, Their own ä theſe, Si quis negave- 


rit, 
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quaque Specle, et ſub ſingulis cujuſque ſpeciei partibuss 


ma fit. Theſe Abſurdities are groſs and palpable ; 
to ſay nothing of a numerous Train more that 
may be added; nor has any thing like them ever 
been pretended to be objected to the Doctrine of 
the Bleſſed: Trinity. And therefore I entreat you no 


ſo groundleſs a Pretence as ſome have taken up to 
countenance their Errors, by placing thoſe two 
Doctrines upon the ſame Level. A Man; who lies 
ſtill in a Slumber, may dream of a thouſand incon- 
item Things without obſerving that they are ſuch ; 
but let him awake and open his Eyes, and then he 
Will fee Things juſt as they really appear to be. 
Thus you, as long as you are lulled into the Dream 
of the infallibility of your Church, have your I- 
magination ſo prepoſſeſſed with her Authority, 
that you cannot, or rather will not take notice of che 
moſt palpable Falſity, and even monſtrous Abſurdi- 

ty of ſome of her Doctrines: But if you would 
ſet your ſelves diligenily and impartially to enquire 
into the Ground of this pretended infallibility; you 
vould ſoon find that both It, and all the Docteines 
which are built upon It, are alcogether deſtitute of 
any, ſalid Foundation. dy 
XXV. Let us now return to the Additions which 
Pope Pius has made to the Catholick. Faitb. And 
here I entreat yuu farther to conſider and enquire 
whether the Apoſtles every where taught the Chri- 
ſtian Church, under the forfeiture of eternal Sal- 


vation, to believe that in the moſt boly Sacrament of 
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rit, in venerabili Sacramento Euchariſtiæ, ſub na 


Separatione facta, totum Chriſtum contineri, Anathe- 


longer to ſuffer your ſelves to be impoſed upon by | 
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the Euchariſt there 5s truly, really, ad ſubſtantially = " 


the Soul and Divinity of our Lord Feſus Chriſt * (As 
I have already mentioned N. 23. ) or Chriff whole and 
intire? As Pope Pius after the Council of Tren 
expreſſes it; Sef, 13. Can. T. and S.. 21. Can. 3. 

When our bleſſed Saviour, at the firſt Inſtitution 


of this holy Sacrament, ſaid this is my Body, this is 


my Blood, it is plain he meant his Body crucified, 
given for us Luke xxii. 19. broken for us, 1 Cor. xi. 


24. ( which laſt: place is notoriouſly wrong tranſla- 


ted in your vulgar Latin Bible) and his Blood not as 
TI unning in 2 his Veins 1 7 but ſhed for as; " Luke xxii +. ; 
20. and for this reaſon it is that St. Paul ſays, as 
often as. ye eat this Bread and drink this Cup, ye do 


ſhew [ or declare] the Lord's Death till be come: x Cor. 


xi. 26. For if our Saviour be ſubfantially preſent ' 


in this holy Sacrament; and if he be as truly alive 
there, with his Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity re- 
ally joined together, as ever he was at any other 
time, and no ſhedding be made of his Blood, or 
ſeparation of his Soul from the Body; how can 
our eating or drinking him in this Sacrament be 
looked on as a ſhewing [or declaring] of his death? 
We may indeed, upon many occaſions,” in our 


Words and Diſcourſes declare or ſhew the Death of 


Chriſt ; But here the Apoſtle places this ſame 
ſhewing or declaring of his death in the very Acti- 
on of celebrating this holy Sacrament; which very 


well may be, if the Bread and Wine are look'd on 


as his Body and Blood in that Spiritual and Sacra- 

mental ſenſe which we maintain; but if his Body, 
Blood, Soul and Divinity are and remain truly rea- 
ly and ſubſtantially N together, without an 
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ſeparation of the one from the other; how can | 
the ſwallowing him thus down alive into the Sto- 
mach be a ſhewing, declaring, or any way a re- 
preſentation of his death upon the Croſs, © 
[XX VI. This Doctrine of yours, that Chriſt's whole 
and intire, Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity, is really 
truly and ſubſtentially in the holy Sacrament' of the 
_ Euchariſt, as it is manifeſtly contrary to Senſe, 
Reaſon, and holy Scripture; and was never taught 
by the Apoſtles, or believed in the primitive Church, 
and much leſs eſtabliſned as an Article of Faith un- 
til much more than a thouſand Years after the co- 
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| ſecrated it, and to ſhew it fo 


is expreſly ſai 


rubrum, in baſtam elevatum, quod narratur de Lap- 
pit, vel viva animalia, ut quondam Aigyptii, quam 
eorum qui fruſtrum panis ; quod hacten 
ſum orbem tot gnnis fecere Cbriſtiani. Neque hic excu- 
| ſat ſimplicitat majorum; tum quod ſapientiſſimi fuerunt 
| Dottores, Auguſtinus, Chryſoſtomus, Hieronymus ; tum 


| the ſame Worſhip which is dus to the true Gd; as 


the Council of Trent has expreſly determined; Sefſ. 


xi. Cap. g. and denounces a Curſe upon every one 
who denies it, Can. vi. In purſuance of which De- 
termination, the Prieſt in 12 celebration of the 


oft after he has con- 
the People, that they 
may adore it alſo (Can. Miſe.) For that the deſign 
of thus ſhewing it, is that the People may adore it, 
T in the Canon of the Council of Trent 

which I have juſt now quoted. Now, if your 
Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, with the Conſe- 
quences of it (upon which this Worſhip is intirely - 


Maſs, is required to adore the 


grounded) be not true, it is plain you are guilty of 


the moſt groſs Idolatry. Hear what Coſterws, 2 
learned Jeſuite of your own, moſt expreſly ſays 
upon this occaſion. I ſhall firſt ſet down his Words, 
as he publiſhed them, in Latin; and then faichfully 


render them into Engliſh. Si in Sacramento Eucba- 
riſtiæ verum Chriſti corpus non continetur, indigne egit 
Cbriſtus cum Eccleſia ſua, quam per univerſum Or- 


bem totis 15000 annis, in tali errere atque idolatrid, 
occaſione ſuorum werborum, reliquit, qualis in orbe ter- 


rarum nunquam vel viſus vel auditus fuit. Tolerabi- 
lior eft enim error eorum, qui pro Deo colunt Statuam 
auream aut argenteam, aut alterius materia imaginem, 


quo modo Gentiles deos ſuos venerabantur; vel pannum 


PT; ami er- 


quod 
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quod longe pot iori ratione excuſandi eſſent infideles ido< 
latriæ, qui ſtatuas adoraverunt, In Engliſ thus, 
If the true Body of Chriſt be not contained in the , 
Sacramont of the Euchariſt, Chriſt bas acted umvor- 
tbily with bis Church, which, upen Occaſim of his 
own Words, be has, for full fifteen buudred Years, left 
throughout the whole World in ſuch Error and JO9- 

latrp, as in tbe whole Earth was never ſeen or beard 
of, For their Error is more tolerable, who for God 

worſhip a gold or ſilver Statue, or an Image made of 
any other. Stuff, as the Gentiles worſhipped their Gods; 
or a red Cloth ſet up upon a Pike, which is reported 
ef the Laplanders, or living Creatures, as the Agyp- 
"trans of old did, than theirs who worſhip a Piece of 
Bread, which hitherto Chriſtians for ſo many Years, 


© "throughout the whole . World have done. Nor is the 


Simplicity our Forefathers here an Excuſe, as. well 
becauſe Auguſtine, Chryſoftom, Jerome were moſt 
wiſe Doctors, as that with much better Reaſon, the 
 "Infidels, who adored Statues, would be excuſed of 
- Jdolatry, Cofter Enchirid. C. 8. N. 10. Conſider | 
I beſeech you that theſe are the Words of a learn- 
ed Feſuite, who was a great Champion for the 
Church of Rome. He is indeed much miſtaken 
in ſuggeſting that the worſhip of the Hoſt: was in 
- uſe in the Chriſtian Church in the days of Augu- 
ſtine, Chryſoſtom, or Ferome. For tho' it was 
more than four hundred Years after the coming of 
Chriſt, before the earlieſt of theſe three died; yet 
it was much more than four hundred Years. after 
the death of the lateſt of them before any ſuch 
"worſhip was thought of, and much leſs any where 
© eſtabliſhed; if indeed it can ever truly be ſaid to _ 


III 
been eſtabliſned even in the Church of Rome, (other 
than by a late Cuſtom, which, by degrees crept in) 
until it was ſo decreed by the Council of Trent, Seſſ. 
iii. Cap. 5. and Can. vi. From which Time, it 
became amongſt you, a neceſſary part of Religion, 
whereas, before it feems to have been only wolun- 
tary, Your Canon-Law indeed tells us that Pore 
Honorius the third (who lived in the Year 1216, ) 
ordered that all Priefts ſhould teach their People 
reverently to bow when the Hoſt ſhould be eleva- 
ted, or cari ĩed to the Sick: The deſign of which 
might poſſibly be no more but that, upon this 
ocaſion, they ſhould in a particular manner pay 
their Devotion to God. (See Decret. Greg. Tit. xli. 
c. 10.) As our Church for the ſame reaſon, directs 
that every one, when he receives this holy Sacra- 
| ment ſhould meekly kneel; but that divine Worſhip 
L ſhould be given to the Sacrament it ſelf, and that the 
conſecrated Hoſt, as it is called, ſhould be the object 
of divine Worſhip, was never, at leaſt, that I can 
find, any more than an Opinion of ſome lite Di- 
vines, grounded by degrees upon the Doctrine of 
Tranſubſtantiation, (which, I have already ſhewn 
you, is a late as well as abſurd; Doctrine) until at 
laſt the Council of Trent took upon chem to make 
it an Article of Faith. But be this as it will, you 
ſee the learned Jeſuite Coſterus freely grants, that if 
the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation is not true, if 
tbe true Body of Chriſt be not in the Sacrament, as you 
ſuppoſe it to be, your Worſhip is given to 4 
piece of Bread, which he ſays is worſe Idolatry than 
that of the Gentiles, the Egyptians, or ſavage Lay- 
landers. If therefore you would avoid this greas - 


Sin of Idolatry, you ought to be very well aſſured 
of the Truth of the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, 


together with its Conſequences, before you venture 


pour Souls in giving divine Worſhip to the Hoff. 
Nor will it avail you here to ſay, as T have known 


ſome of you to do, that your Worſhip being diret- 


ed to Chriſt, you cannot be look'd on as Idolaters, 
altho' he ſhould not be truly and ſubſtantially in the 
Sacrament; this being that very Simplicity which 
Coſterus tells you, will with much better Reaſon ex- 
cuſe the Infidel Idolaters than you or your Forefa- 


thers. The I»fidels believed God to be preſent in 


an Image, as you do Chriſt in the Hoft ; and they 


directed their Worſhip to God, as you do to Chriſt: 


And if this did not excuſe them from the Sin of Ido- 
Jatry, how can it excuſe you? But there is more 
{till to be ſaid for the I»fidels than for you: They 
wanted the Holy Scriptures to inſtruct them in the 
Truth; you have the Holy Scriptures every Day in 
your Power, but will not read or hearken to them: 
Now altho' the want of good Inſtruction may be 
ſome excuſe for an Error or ſinful Practice; yet, 
if a Man may have this Inſtruction every Day, but 


ſtill refuſes it; if he takes his Religion upon Truſt, 


and will not make uſe of his Underſtanding to en- 
quire into the Truth of it, his Error is Villful; 
and therefore he ſtands anſwerable both for it and 
all the Conſequences of it. 11 - 


XXVII. But let us, for a while ſuppoſe your 


Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation to be in the general 
True, (altho' indeed we may as well ſuppoſe white 
to be black, and black to be white; but however, 
let us at preſent ſuppoſe it to be generally True) 


vet 
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* the Conſecration be valid, and conſequently 
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et if it may in ſome particular Caſes fail, and you 
- haveno ſure way to diſtinguiſh the Caſes wherein 


it fails, from thoſe wherein it does not; it is mani - 
feſt that, in worſhipping the Hoſt, you ſtill remain 
under a very great hazard of the Sin of Idolatry. 
For if, at any Time, when the Prayer of confecra. 
tion is ſaid, no Tranſubſtantiation follows, your Wor- 
ſhip, as Cofterus well obſerves is given to 4 piece of 
Bread. Nowif the Perſon who ſays Maſs be not 
an ordained Prieſt ; if he has not a ſufficient In- 
* tention to do what the Church intends — 

be done; if the Wafer or Bread which he pre- 
*-rends to conſecrate, be not made of Wheat, or 
be corrupted or rotten, or has in its compoſition: 
a greater mixture of any other Grain than of 


© Wheat ; if the Prieft has, before him, upon the 


© Altar, eleven Wafers, and miſtaking the Number, 
* intends only to conſecrate ten, without particu» 


** larly determining which are thoſe ten, that he 


* intends to conſecrate; if the Wine which he pre- 
** tends to conſecrate, be not the Produce of the 
Vine, but ſome other Liquor made in Imitation 
* of it, or if it be grown ſower, ſo as to be rather 
* Vinegar than Wine, or be altogerher corrupted, 
or preſſed from ſower Grapes that are not ripe, 
* or has ſo much Water mixed with it as to corrupt 
© it ; in all and every of theſe cafes, the Conſe- 
© cration is null and void, no Tranſubſtantiation fol- 
* lows, there is no Sacrament, but the Bread and 
* Wine remain as they were before; and if the 
*© Bread or Wafer be made up with Roſe-Water, or a- 
© ny other diſtilled Water, it is doubcful whether 


— whether 


«1 
_ © whether there be any Tranſubſtantiation or not; ft 
and if there be no Tranſubſtantiation, the divine Wor- b. 
ſhip which you pretend to give to Chriſt, ſubſtan- L 
tially preſent, as you ſuppoſe, under the Appear- || 
ance of Bread and Wine, is plainly given to the If ſ 
Bread and Wine themſelves, there being nothingelſe P 
under their Appearance. I remember once, in pii- | n 
vate Converſation, when I objected ſome of the a- | ri 
bovementioned things to a Gentleman of your tt 
Communion ; altho* he was a Man of learning in his I I: 
own Profeſſion, yet he was ſo little acquainted with o 
his Religion, and the Worſhip it preſcribes, as to 
think I had invented them of my own Head ; and 
_ angrily told me that I abuſed the Church in laying ſuch 
Follies to ber Charge: Upon which I brought him the 
Roman Maſs Book, and ſhewed him what is prefixed 
to it, concerning the Defetts which occur in tbe Celebration 
f Maſs, where he found all thoſe Follies, as he cal- 
led them, and a great many more, in which the 
Doctrine of Tran(ub/tantiation has engaged theChurch 
of Rome. The only Anſwer that I have met with, 
upon this Occaſion, is that you depend upon the 
Care and Integrity of the Prieſt, that he will be 
ſure to conſecrate no Bread or Wafer but what is 
made of beat, nor any Wine but what is made of 
the Vine, and made of ripe Grapes, and that neither 
of them be vitiated or corrupteF; he knows himſelſ to 
be an ordained Prieſt, and will not fail to have ſuch 
an Iatention, in the celebration of Maſs, as the Church 
requires, nor will he be wanting in any thing that 
is neceſſary to the Validity of the holy Sacrament: 
And is this all the Security you have againſt the Sin 
of giving Divine Worſhip to Bread ay yo" 
. | | : Sad 
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ſtead of Chriſt, which muft be your Caſe, if there 
be a failure in any one of the above Particulars? 
Does God eicher command or 'allow you to put 
ſuch Truſt and Confidence in any frail Man what- 
ſoever, and much leſs in every Prieſt or pretended 
Prieft, whom you happen to hear ſay M.:? May 
not a Prieft, of any Religion whatever, be ſome- 
times an ignorant, or careleſs or wicked Man, and 
thereby fail even in ſome neceſſary part of his Duty? 
Is it not poſſible, and has it not ſometimes ſo fallen 
out, that a Man who really is no Prieſt, may yet 
pretend to be one, and, by counterfeit Letters of 
Orders and other Teſtimonials, impoſe upon thoſe, 
who, it may be, do not ſuſpe& him? Or may he 
not himſelf be impoſed upon, and through Miſtake 
make uſe of the Flower of Rice or ſome other Grain, 
thinking it to be the Flower of beat; or of ſome 
other Liquor made in Imitation of Wine, which 
may be ſold to him for Wine of the Grape? For (as 
I have already ſaid, and muſt beg you, as you va- 
lue your Souls, again and again to conſider it) 
if, by any means whatever, there be a failure in an 
one of the Particulars which I have but now men- 
tioned out of your own Na. Book; the pretended 
Conſecration of the Sacrament is, by your own 
Church declared to be null and void; and conſe- 
quently, in ſuch a Caſe, there is no Tranſubſtantia- 
tion; Chriſt is not ſubſtantially preſent where you 
ſuppoſe him to be; and thetefore what you give 
Divine Worſhip to, is only Bread and Wine, or 
ſome other Liquor made in Imitation of it. For 
my part, I ſincerely declare that, if I were of your 
Religion, I do not ſee how I could dare give, the 
„„ ; | | Or- 
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Worſhip which you are caught to do to che holy 


Sacrament of the. Euchariſt, except I my ſelf had 
been by, at the Ordination of the Prieft who ſays 
Maſs, and were ſure that the Perſon who ordained 
him were truly a Biſhop, and that nothing neceſſary 
to ſuch an Ordination was omitted; and alſo except 
I had ſtood by and ſeen the Wheat ground, and the 

Wine preſſed out of the Grepes, and had kept them 
both in my own ſafe Poſſeſſion until I had ſeen the 
Wafer made, and had with my own hand deliver- 
ed both it and the Wine to the Prieſt at the Altar, 
ſo that I my ſelf might be ſure that no Change 
could poſſibly be made in either of them; and, 
moreover, except I underſtood the Latia Tongue, 
and heard the Prieft cightly pronounce the Words 
of Confecration ; which yet he is directed (for 
_ what Reaſon I know not) to pronounce ſecretly, 
ſo as that none but he himſelf needs to hear them. 
For when Maſs is ſaid, if the Bread and Wine are 
not Tranſubſtantiated into the Body and Blood of 
Chriſt, it is groſs Jdolatry to give Divine Wor- 
— Ffhip co them; and this ſame Tranſubſtantiation de- 
ds upon ſo many other concurring Things, 
that I ſhould not know how it were poſſible for 
me to be ſufficiencly ſure of it, except I had the 
Teftimony: of my own Eyes and Ears that every 
one of theſs Things were with the greateft Exact- 
neſs obſerved and done. Idaolatry is a moſt abo- 
minable Sin; and wherever there is the leaſt poſſi- 
bility of it, I ought not in Conſcience to venture 
upon any Worſhip, until I have all the Aſſurance 
that is even poſſible for me to have, that I am free 
and ſafe from the Danger of it; and EO in 
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not to rely upon the Credit of the Prieft, who may 
poſſibly, in ſome of theſe Things, be himfelf decei- 
ved, or through Careleſſneſs, Ignorance, or Wick- 
edneſs, may poſibly deceive me. Nor would it avail 
me here to ſay that my Intention is good, any more 
than it would a Heathen to ſay that his Intention is 
to worſhip God, when, for want of ſufficient En- 
quiry, he gives Divine Worſhip to an JDol ; as 1 
have already ſhewn you from your own Cofterus. 
"XX VIIE. I have thus long inſiſted upon the Ab- 
ſurdities of Tranſubſtantiation and its Conſequences 
becauſe they appear to me to be ſo very groſs, that 
if you will but ſeriouſly and impartially conſider 
them, it cannot but bring you co a ſight of your 


Errors. I will but mention three or four more f 


thoſe Additions which Pope Pius has made to the 


Gatholick Faith, and leave you, between God and 


your own Conſcietices, to conſider of them. Did 
then the Apoſtles every where teach the Chriftian 
Church, under pain of Damnation to believe that 
under one kind only, whole and intire Chriſt, and a true 


Sacrament is taken and received? Is it not moſt no- 


torĩous that Jeſus Chrift himſelf inſtituted this bleſ- 
ſed Sacrament under both kinds, and commanded his 
Diſciples to drink of the Cup as well as to eat of 
the Bread which he gave them? Is it not confeſſed 
by the moſt learned Men of your own Communion 
(and denied by none that I know of) that in pur» 
ſuance of this Inſtitution of Chriſt, the whole 
Charch every where, for above a thouſand Years, 
gave the Sacrament in both kinds to all the m_ 
7 na "x . 


ſuch a Caſe as this, I ought my ſelf to have pirſo2 
val Aſſurance of every Thing that is neceſſary, and 
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ple 2 And does not St. Paul in the moſt expreſs 
Terms, require that every one ſhould ſo receive it? 
Let Man exomine himſelf. (ſays he) and ſo let bim 
eat vf the Bread, aud drink of the Cap; 2 Cor. xi. 28. 
Was it ever eſtabliſbed as a Law even in the Church 
of Rome that the People ſhould receive under one 
kind only; until the Council of Conflanee, in the 
Fear 1415, fo decreed ? and that (as they them- 
ſelves expreſs it) in direct Oppoſition to Cbriſt's own 
Inſtitution? Their Words are, Licet Cbrißus poſt 
ecænam inſtituerit, et ſuis Diſcipulis adminiſtra verit 
| ſub utraque ſpecie panis et wini hoc venerabile Savta- 
mentum; tamen bac non obſtantę, &c. Conc; Conſt. 
Seſſ. xiii. Certainly to receive a, true Sacrament, is 
eo: receive all that; Chriſt. has therein inſtituted or 
appointed to be received: For if any thing, which 
Chriſt has ſo inſtituted, be willfulh) omitted, it can- 
not be 4 true Sacrament; but muff, be either gone 
at all, or at beſt but a defective and impetfect one; 
and yet the Council of Trent, in the ſame Breath, I qu 
Cell 2x1. Cap.;3,).,0wns' that Ghriſt inſtituted sbis w. 
Sacrament and delivered it to the Apoſtles in hoth\kinds,” | th 
and: at the very ſame Time; declares that the ue an 
Sacrament is received under one Kind; (Wbich is now the 
become a Part of that Catholieł Faith, without whieh dr. 
according to Pope Pius) ne Man can be ſaved; |, I in 
XXIX. Did the Apoſtles every where teach the Co: 
Chriſtian Church under pain of Damnation te be- ha. 
lieve that there, it 4 Purgatory, and that the Souls on 
there, detained are relieved by the Suffrages of the fai 
Faithful? In what Manner the Cuſtom of making We 
mention of Perſons, who had departed this Life in || the 
their S»frages.,or Prayers, began to take place a- || ing 
Fel e e among 
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motig Chriſtians, I have no Occaſion at preſent to 


enquire : And if, in this, the Church of Rome had 
gone no farther than what was done for three or 
four hundred Years after Chrift ; altho' even that 
would have been more than is neceſſary, and per- 
haps not ſtrialy even to be juſtified; yet, no Man 
being obliged to join in ſuch Seffrages or Prayers, 
there might have been no Occaſion for breach of 


Communion on account of ſuch an Error or er- 


toneous Practice. But what I here defire you Gili- 
gently to enquire inro, is whether the Apoſtlesever 
taught that there is a Purgatory, that is to ſay 4 
Purgatory Fire, by which the Souls ef tbe Pious, baing 
for a determined Time tormented, are expiated [ or purg- 
ed | that an Entrance into their eternal Countrey Which 
is. Heaven] may be open to them; as your own 
autbentick Catechiſm, ' already mentioned, in expreſs 
Terms deſcribes it. Your learned Men indeed 
take much Pains to wreſt and force ſome: Conſe- 


quences from a very fe Paſſages of holy Scripture, 


whereby to give ſome Colour or Countenance to 
their Doctrine of Purgatory, rather than to make 
any ſolid Proof of it: But the only one which, at 
the firſt Glance, ſeems in the leaſt capable of being 
dragg'd to look a little that way: is what we meet 
in the third Chapter of St. Paul's firſt Epiſtle to the 
Corinthians : And becauſe your Latin Tranſlation 
has two or three Words different from our Esgliſʒ 
one, tho' the Senſe is exactly the ſame; I ſhall 
faithfully tranſlate the whole Paſſage, Word for 
Word, as it ſtands in your own Bible. St. Paul 
then having occaſion there to ſpeak of his preach- 


ing the Goſpel, whereby, as one of God's Work- 


mounts 


— — T ane 1g uo 4 9-4 tag Woe * ——_ N 8 
—— emmy ee ve - —— pg ode a — 8 _= 


en Rk 
_ * * by * * 2 
n 6 


\ x 
; 
1 
- 
x 
4 
4 
: B 
: 1 
11 
4 
| | . 
0 3 
13 
$ of 
| = 
"SY 
13 
' * 
+ A 
+ 
- = 
1 
1 


2. 5656555 


„ 


men, he helped to build up tbe cbarcb; at the ninth 


Verſe of this Chapter, and ſo on, has the following 
Words; Te are God's Building. According to the 
Grace of God which is given unto me, as a wiſe Build- 
er I baue laid the Foundation, but another buildeth 
thereon. For other Foundation can uo Man lay beſide 


| that: which is laid, which it Chriſt Feſus. Now if 


any 'Man build upon this Frundation, Gold, Silver, 
precious Stones, W. 00d, Hay, Stublle: Every Man 4 
Work ' ſhall. be made manifeſt; for the Day of the Lord 
ſuall declare it, becauſe it ſhall be revealed in Fire, and 
the” Fire ſhall prove every Man's Work, of whats ſort 
i % F any Man's Work: abide which be hath built 
thereupon, be ſhall receive a Reward, If any Man's 
Work ſhall be burnt, be ſhell ſuffer Loſs ; but be him- 


felf ſhall be ſaved, yet ſo as by Fire, This is as 


exact à Tranſlation: as I can make of this Paſſage 


: out of your on Bible; and if you compare it 
with our Engliſh Tranſlation, you will hardly find 


any Difference even in the Words, but none ac all 
in the Senſe. Wherever the Apoſtles preached the 
Goſpel, they always took care to eftabliſh this 


Doctrine, that Jeſus is the Chrift, as the Fuundation 


whereby the whole Baildiag is to be ſupported. 
Accordingly St. Paul ſays here, As a wiſe Builder 


| F'have laid the 'FqQundetion———Other Foundation can 


10 Man lay beſide that which is laid, which is Jeſus 


Chrif.* Upon this Foxndation, they themſelves, and 
many others, always took care to build nothing but 
ſound and truly profitable Doctrine; which he here 
compares to Gold, Silver, and precious Stones; as be- 
ing Things of great Value. But others it ſeems 

there were, who, altho' they kept cloſe to the ſame. 
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:uſelef and unprofitable Poctrines, which he here 


1 4 1 oth 
pretended upon it to hi many 


compares to Wood, Hay, and Stubble. As à Cau- 
tion therefore to ſuch onskilful Builders as theſe, he 
gives them to\underſtand that, as Gold is tryed ot 
proved in che Fre, ſo. ſhall there be a Tryal or Proof 
of every Man's Work, that is to ſay, of the Doctrine 
which he has preached: or taught, of what ſors t 
it. Tf any Mun Work' abide, which be bath bailt 
pherewpon, chat is to ſay, if the Doctrine Which he 
has built upom this Foundation ſnall be found to bear 
the Teſt, B: ball receive a "Reward, as à faithful 
Preacher of che Goſpal; bur if any Man's Work 
fliald be burns, that is to ſay, if the Doctrine Which 
he has taught will not abide chat fiery Tryal or 
Teſt, to wich it ſhall: be brought, be ſhall ſuffer 
Lofr ; that is roi ſay,'he! ſhall come ſhort of that 
Reward which God will beſtow upon every faith- 
ful and careful Preacher: And'tho* his Crime ma 
poſſibly not be ſo great as to provoke: God to paſs 
the Semtende of eternal Daitination' upon him; 
yet if he be ſouedh it will be with difficulty” ; as 4 
Man who” narrowly eſcapes wir kis Life out of a 
Fire whereby his Goods have been conſumed: But 
be hinsſelf ball bs ſaved, er ſo as by Fre. Nothing can 
well: be plainer than that tlie Fire of Which St. Paul 
here ſpeaks is, not à liceral and material, but a me- 
caphoricaÞ Fire; not a Pasgaror), but a probatory Fire; 
not to Yortwent the Soul: ef the Hious iti order to e. 
piate or puge ] ebem (as your Catechiſm deſcribes” 
Purgatory) büt only to prove dry Man's Work [or 
Doctrine ] F whar ſort it is; as St. Paul here ex- 
preſſes it. Again and __ therefore, let me en- 

. | treat 


— . ̃ ; A — — 


SI 
— — — —ũ—U—̈— —— —ñà—— 


y 
1 
{3 
: 
. 
19 
q 
3; 
bo 
5 
1 
4 k 
4 
(| 
- 
1 
1 
| 
; 
þ | 


ob ads” bots oe als A nds Ah . 
F Wenns R 5 "4: 
W Pg CFO = - 8 1 - , 4 


1 g { | 
: 1 [ — — - : 
* « * «2 4 
| 50 ] 
1 ke * 


- 


treat you to demand ſome better Proof than this 
that the Doctrine of Purgatory was taught by the 
Apoſtles before you ſuffer your ſelves to be perſuad- 
ed that you are bound, under the pain of Damna- 


tion to believe it. Look into your Bible, and there 


vou will find it expreſly ſaid, Bleſſed are tbe Dead, 


who die in the Lord; from henceforth now ſaith the 
Spirit, that they may reſt from their Labours, Rev: 
xiv. 13. But your Church tells us (as I have but 
now ſhewn you) that the Souls of the Pious are for 
a Time to be tormented. in the Fire of Purgatory ; 


| there to be expiated [or purged] before they are ad- 
mitted into Heaven: And it is generally ſuppoſed 


by you that they may there continue for very ma- 


ny Tears, or perhaps for Ages, if they are not 


ſooner delivered either by abundance of Maſſes to 
be ſaid for them, or by a plenary Indulgence from 
the Pope. Can you imagine that this is the reſt 


| from their Labours which: the holy Spirit promiſes 
from henceforth unto thoſe who die in the Lord? Oc 
would any of you think your ſelves at reſt whilſt 


you are tormented jnithe Fire? And if the Pape; by 
a plenary. Indulgence, candeliver whatever Souls he 


pleaſes from the exquiſite Torment of the Fire of 


Purgatory; is it not exceeding great Cruelty in him 


to ſuffer any of them to remain there, only that the 


Prieſts and Friars may get Money fer ſaying Maſ- 


ſes for them? Conſider this whole Matter ſeriouſly 
and impartially; and if you are not wilfully blind, 
you cannot but diſcover that the Doctrine of Pur- 
gatory, and the Practice of your Church. which is 


* 


grounded thereupon, are a moſt evident and palpa- 


+ A 
= © K 


4 65 4 . £34 2 
XXX. Did 


K © kk... a Ay nad, A F XA a Py hont with ws 5 Roy EV oe REY OS OO TO Le as. att a—__ 3 


$0 1 „ p Drs BE a PS a 


| be. 43 
iy + + 4 


* 2 OY : 2 r 8 
r en eb Sa het ale” oh a 
£ * P 8 2 2 
— * 3 1 & © * 
0 


„ 


XXX. Did the Apoſtles every where teach the 


believe that the Saints in Heaven are to be worſhipped 
and prayed to? That their Relicks are to be worſhip- 


ped ? Or that their Images, as alſo the Images of Chriſt 


and of the bleſſed Virgin ought to be bad and retained, 
and that due Honour: and -Worſhip ought. to be given to 


| them 2" Oc:thar the. Roman Charch 75 tbe. Mother and 
Miſtreſs of all Cburcbes? Or that St. Peter was the 


Prince of the Apoſtles ? Or thar tbe Biſhop of Rome, 
as his Succeſſor, is the Vicar of Jeſus Chriſt 2 Is 


there the leaſt Intimation of any of 'theſe Things 


in any part of the holy Scriptures ? And if the A- 
poſtles not only taught them, but alſo declared 

them to be part of the Chriſtian Faitb, and the Be- 
lief of them to be neceſfſary to Salvation; is it to be 
imagined that no manner of mention ſhould be 
made of them, or any of them, in all «heir Wri⸗ 
tings? On the contrary; are we not every where in 
Scripture required to direct all our religious Worſnhip 
to God alone? and can any thing be more plainly 
forbid than the worſhipping of Images is in many 


mandments, which you your ſelves allow to be as 
obligatory now to Chriſtians as formerly to the 


Fews? Did not all other Chriſtian Churches and 
even the Church of Rome it ſelf, originally ſpring” 
from that Morber- Church which was ficft planted 

| Jer. a alem ? And if {os how can the Roman 


Church: be the Mother of | all Churches ? Or if che 


Roman Church. were appointed to be tbe Miſtreſs 


of all Churches, and this to be acknowledged by all 


Chriſtiangunderthe * ä 
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3 
be believed that the whole New. Teſtament ſhould 
be altogether ſilent about it? Or that St. Paul, in 
à large Epiſtle written to the Romant about twenty 
ſix Years after Chriſt's Aſcenſion, where in he han- 
dles many Points of Doctrine, ſhould: not take the 
leaſt notice of this moſt important Privilege belong; 
ing to their Church, wherein all other Chriſtians, 
as well as they, were ſo deeply concerned? And if. 
St. Peter were Biſhop of Rome, and Head of the 
Church at the Time when this Epiſtle was written, 
Gs your Doctors maintain) is it to be imagined that 
St. Faul ſhould no where in it take the leaſt notice 
af him, alcho''in the laſt Chapter of it he ſalutes no 
leſs than ſix and twenty Perſons by thein proper 
Names? Does not your own Catechiſm, in the plain 
Words of St. Cypr ian, acknowledge (as I have al- 
ready ſhewn you) that our Bleſſed Saviour, after bis 
Keſurrection, gave equal Power to all tbe Apoſtles ? 
And if the, Power of al the Apoſtles. mat equal, bow 
can St. Peter be look'd: upon as: the Prince ef them 2 
And therefore ſuppoſing; that St. Peer. had been 
Biſhop of Roma, (of which I do not find: that there 
is Proof ſufficient to ground an Articit of Faith upon) 
yet how could this entitle his Screſſars in that See, 
more than all other Chriftian Biſhops, to he the Vi- 
cars of Feſus Cbriſt? That St. Peter, in the Capacity 
an Apoſtle. immediately eommiſſioned by Jeſus 
Chriſt, was endowed (as all the other Apoſiler were) 
with Power and Authority over the whole Church, 
will eaſily be granted: But᷑ conſidering him barely 
in the Capacity of a Biſbep ef one ſingle See," His Power 
of courſe, like — 7 Biſhop; 22 1 
844 1 FP 8 ne 
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LG 1 691 
fined to that Diſtrict! in which he was placed, either 
by Agreement with the reft.of the Apoſtles, or by 
the EleQion. or Appointment of the Church: If 
therefore it be granted, that the Biſhops of Rome, 
as Succe ſſors to St. Peter in that ſingle See, have 


all chat ard Power,and Authority which he had 
. Biſhop:of that Place z; yet how will, it follow that 
they alſo have that extraordinary Power and Autho- 


ricy which, \as.#n:4pof/;. he is allowed to have had 
over the whole;Chyreb g Ido but lightly $ouch theſe 
Things, which you may find more fully and ſolidly 
handled. by the Proteſters. Writers; only that I may 


put yer upon a farther Enquiry inte the whole 


atter j that o may / not venture your eternal Sa 


vatinn upon ſuch Pretenses, as being artfully dreſſed 


up, may, at the firſt Glance, perhaps look a littls 


plauſibly, until you hate received full and clear Sa- 
tisfaction of the Trum and Validity jof them 


5 [ 54 ] 1 
feſt ; the Canmr and Councils here pointed at, and 
particularly the Synod of Trent, having not been in 
being, until many Years and Ages after their death: 

And yet this is made a part ef that Profeſſion which 
(as I have already ſaid) was eſtabliſhed! in your 
Church by Pope Pius the Fourth, in Purſuance of 

the Decrees of the Councii of Trent, and is at 
this Time owned by you, as the true Catholick 
Faith, without "which no Man can be ſaved. Per- 
haps you will think ic ſufficient to juſtify you in | 
making -this'Prifeſion, that you believe all the Doc- | 
trines contained in theſe Canon and Coancili, and in | 
the Sinod of Trent, to have been taught by the | 
Apoſtles, and thereby to have become tb Catholic | 
Faith, and the . Belief of them neceſſacy to Salva- 
tion. But have you read over all theſe Canons and 
Councils, or even the Acts of the Syned of Trent? Do fl | 

ou know all the ſeveral and particular :Na&rines. | 
Kelovered , declare aud defined” byothem, \and! ach of 
them? And are you ſure that every one of theſe f 
Dotrines was. not only taught by the Apoſtles, but 
taught as a Marter of Fuith, the Belief whereof is 

neceſſaty to Salvation? And if you are not ſure of 6 
this, how can you with a good Conſcience: receive a 
and own this part of Pope Pius's Profeſſion. of Faith? 
I think I have already ſhe n you that there is verx 
juſt ground to conelude that ſome of the Doctrines 
defined by the Synod of Trent, were never taught by 
the Apoſtles; and much more might be added to 
the ſame Purpoſe, if at preſent there were occaſion 
for it. Do not therefore thus ſwallow down what- 
ever your Church propoſes to you; but firſt exa- 
mine and try it; leſt inſtead of wholſome Po 5 


. 
2 
” 
— 


. 
Food, you ſhould take that which is noxious or 
poyſonous.' 7 ; 5 5 „„ EY | 3 | LN 
XXXII. Upon Occaſions like this, ſome of your 
perſuaſion have anſwered, that all the Doctrines 
contained in theſe Canons and in the Acts of theſe 
Comncils, and particularly of the Synod or Council of | 
Trent, are either taken out of b:1y Scripture, or de- 
livered "down from the Apoſtles by Tradition, that 
the Church is infallible in all her Interpretations of 
Scripture, and alſo in delivering down her Tradi- 
tions; that is to ſay, where'Faith is concerned. 
(For that, in other Things, even the Church may 
poſſibly err, is not denied, at leaſt by many of you) 
ſince then all theſe Doctrines are (as you ſuppoſe) 
declared, by an infallible Church, to be of Faith, 
you think you ate bound to believe and receive 
them, without any farther Examination or Tryal 
of them: And indeed I have often found that this 
Notion of the [ ſuppoſed] Infallibility of the Charch . 
has ſo dazled and even blinded the Underſtanding of 
many of you that you will not be convinced of the 
moſt groſs and palpable Abſurdities, when they are 
obtruded upon you under ſuch a venerable Name. 
This then being the fundamental Principle of all 
the Truth which you maintain, if you are in the 
| Right, and of all your Errors if you are in the 
Wrong; let me beg and entreat you, as you value 
e eternal Happineſs, and if you would not run 
lindfold you know not whither: Let me beg 
and entreat you (I ſay) to take. this Point into your 
moſt ſerious Conſideration, and with the moſt care- 
ful and impartial Attention to read, and throughly 
weigh, what Fam now going to lay before you upon 
this moſt important Subject. XXXIII. 


. 
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XXXIII. Whatever Imaginatiohs ydu may have 
entertained, touching the Infallibility of your Church; 
yet it is not ſo much as pretended that each ſingle 
Chriſtian is Inf. lible: There is no particular Man 
amongſt you, but what muſt oën that it is paſ- 
ſible he may be miftaken, ; or What other Reaſon 


can be given why, in thoſe. Places where the Hope. 


has moſt Power, even your learned Men are not 
allowed, without à particular Licence, to read ths 


Books of Hereticks, as you term them; neither are 


you permitted to read the Holy Scriptures, no not 
even your own vulgar Tranſlation of them (as it is 
commonly called) altho many of you underſtand 
the Latin Tongue, or to enter into any free De- 
bate with us touching ſuch Matters as are in Con- 
troverſy between us: What (I ſay) is or can be the 
Reaſon of theſe and ſuch like Prohibitions thatare 
laid upon | you, but only this, that your Eccleſi- 

aftical Governours zre very ſenſible; that there is 
not one ſingle Man:of you, but may poſſibly be 
deceived,-and led inte Error, and even into Here? 
If then there be no; ſingle Man of you, but what 


may be miſtaken; is it not the Duty of every one 


of you to take all the Care he can that he be 


not deceived in any one thing upim which His e- 


ternal Salvation depends? And if you will take ſuch 


Things upon Truſt, without enquiring the beſt 
you can into them; is it nat at leaſt; poſſible that 


your an Prieſt may himſelf be miſtaken, and 


thereby deceive you, as well as I, or any other 
of our Clergy ? And how can you be ſure that 


you are not miſtaken in this very Point touching 
the I»fallibility of your Church, upon which ow 


1 1 S 1 1 n 1 


a. a Roo = ara W A. E R 1 — — 1 PT P 


8 ton 


* 


ef Rs. 


r 


.. wr ST, T i 


—— 


VVV 
build your whole Religion) if you do not make 
the ſtricteſt ſearch you are able into the Grounds; 
and Reaſons, of it? That there is very great un- 
certainty amongſt your ſelves, touching this ſame 
infallibility, is moſt notoriouſly evident, in thatthey 
who are 2 alous for it, cannot in all this time, 
agres in ſeveral moſt material Points about it; as for 
inſtance, Whether it be placed in the Pope ſingly. 
or in a General Council antecedently to the Pope's 
Confirmation, or only in the Pope and Council in 
conjunction? Whether it be conſined to Matters. 
of Faith ſtrictiy ſo called? or, Whether iffextends 
to any, and what other matters? Whether it be 
an abſolute infallibility, or only conditional; that 


is to ſay, Provided that the proceedings ate. duly 


regulated, and all proper Care be taken for ſuſſi- 


cient informa ion; with) fHlivers other things con- 


cerning it, which are not yet determined andiſet- 
tled even amongſt your moſt learned Mena And if 
a Man does not catefully and diligently enquire 
into the whole Matter, how can he be ſure that 
even the very claim of infallibility, upon which:you: 
ſo much depend, is any more than a groundleſs. 


pretence? For if you are not #rfelibly /afſined<of 


eyery Point that is neceſſaty to ſupport the ci 
of infallibility in its full ſtrength, your belief oftũt, 


and of everything which is grounded upon it, 


muſt of neceſſity rely upon a fallible Foundation; 
juſt as if a Man ſhould bti ld his houſe upon a 
Rock, and this Roch ſhould only be ſupported : by 
2 Bank of Sand; the Sand and not the Rock would 
properly be the Foundation of the Houſes For if 
the Sand ſhoud give way; both the Nett: and che 


Houſe, 


1 3611 > 


Houſe, built upon it, muſt neceſſarily fall down 


together! There is no doubt to be made, but 
that in all matters of Conſequence, and eſpecially 


where our eternal Salvation is at ſtake, erery Man 
ought to ſeek for the beſt aſſurance of which he 


is capable. Rational aſſurance, that may be ſuffi- 


cient to convince and ſatisfy the mind of a ſober. 
Man, is whar God has made us capable f: And 
upon ſuch aſſurance as this, we never ſcruple 

to act in Matters of the greateſt Moment. But 
aſſarance. ſtrictly infallible is what no ſingle Man is 
capable: of i becauſe na ſingle Man is infallible: And 


if you have (utid indeed are capable of having) no 


more than à rational aſſurance of your Church's 
inf allibility; it is impoſſible for you to have more 
than a rational aſſurance of that Religion which is 
thereupon grounded. Nor can any of you have 
even airational aſſurance of this fame ixfullibility, 
until the ſeveral Points which I have but now 
mentioned, and all others which are ſtill, even 
amongſt your ſelves, in controverſy about it, are 
rationally and fully cleared up to your full Satiſ- 
| faction. CCC groan 5 HO TISE DETECTION ND 5h 
XXXIV. I think T:have:faid enough to con- 
vince you ( if you will hearken to it) that you 


cannot, with Safety to your Souls, rely upon the 


pretended i»fallibility of your Church; until you 
have made the moſt ſtri& enquiry you are able, 
into the Grounds and Reaſons of it, and are fully 
convinced both of it, and in what Perſon or 


Perſons it reſides. And whenever any of you ſet 


your. ſelves to do this, | I beg you would take 
this one thing, among many others, into 2 
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moſt ſerious Conſideration: That if-any Argument 
which we bring to prove that the Church of Rome 
bas erred, and ſtill does err in any Mattes of Faith, 
be moft evidently: ſtronger than all the Arguments 
which are brought to prove her to be isfallible; 
Her pretence of infallibility muſt thereby of Ne- 
ceſlity be for ever overthrown. For if ſhe has 
I erred, and ſtill continues to err, ſhe cannot be 
\ | infallible; and the ſtronger Arguments muſt always 
take place before the weaker. © Conſider then, I 
beſeech you, the ſeveral Arguments that are brought 
by Prottſſants to prove that the Church of Rome has 
ſo erred, and continues to err in her ſeveral Doc- 
trines concerning Tranſubſtantiation the Sucrifice uf 
the Mals) - tht Worſhip f the Hoff, the Communion 
under ine Mind only, Putg atory ; and tbe Morſhipping 
of Saint and Image: (to ſay nothing at preſent of 
the reſt of her Errors) read ſome of the Books 
that have been written by our Divines upon theſe 
ſeveral Subjects; nay. do but well weigh the few 
Things tbat I have, in this ſhort Hddreſs ſuggeſt- 
I ed to you about them, and obſerve how contrary: 
I all cheſe Doctrines ate to the Holy Scriptures, and 
one of them (I mean Treanſubſtantiation) as contra- 
ry. it is poſſible fort any Doctrine to be both to 
Jenſe and Reaſen: And then compare our ſtrong 
and clear Arguments whereby we prove our charge 
of Error, in æheſe ſeveral matters, againſt the Chutch 
of Rome; compare them (I ſay): wich thoſe poor; 
„ [| weak, and perplexed ones whereby your Divides 

- endeavour to eſtabliſh her infallibiliiy; and if you 
vill be true to your on Souls, you cannot but 

„ reject and even ſpurn at this preſumꝑihν a 
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For l am not Willing to call · it by as hard a Name 
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XXXV. Every Truib n e ee r 
more it is enquired into, and the better both it 
and the Grounds of it are known, the more it 
_ fixes and conflems::it ſelf in the minds of Men; 
and therefore our bleſſed Saviouretells us, that He 
that doth Truth cometh to the Light, that bis Deeds 
maybe made maniſeſt; John iii. 2 r. But the moſt 
likely way for Error to find reception, is that it 
be kept in a great Degree of :Darkneſs and Obſcu- 
| rity fat uchich Reaſon he tells/ us, an the forego- 
ing Verſe, #hatcewern ove that doth evil hateib the 
Tigbt, neitber camerh co the Dight, iet bir Deeds 
ſuoulu he reproued. Conſider then, I be ſecck (you, 
. what Care is taken by the Governouis of your 
Church, to keep you all lin a very great degree of 
ignotance, and tot hinder yon from ſeeking after 
more and more Knowledge, exon in matters of Faith, 
which yet they ſay are neceſſary: to be believed i n 
order to Salvation; and then judge whether the 
reaſon hereofſcan be any other than this, thar they 
 areapprehenſive, if you ſhould make a farther ſearch 
into theſe Matters; and enquire: into the Grounds 
andi Reaſons of them, you might probably make a 
diſcovery of thoſe Errors in which they hold you. 
I any of you apply to a ſudigious Proteſt aut for 
_ inftcuctien in Religion, he will give you ſuch Proof 
as is ſufficient fully to! convidce and ſatisfy every 
ſober Man (and more than this no Man as I have 
already ſhewn you, is capablè of) he (I fay )-will 
4 you moſt rational. aſſurance that there is a God 
ho made the whole World by his Wiſdom and 
191 


Power, 


7 
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Power, and governs it by his Providence; that 


the Chriſtian Religion is a revelation of ' God's 
will to Mankind, made by: Perſons whom he was 
pleaſed, in an extraordinary manner, to inſpire and 
endow with Knowledge, whereby they were enab- 
led to make it known to the World; that the 
Holy Scriptures of the New Teſtament were wrie- 
ten by ſome of theſe Perſons who were ſo inſpired; 
and therefore are to be received as the word of 
God; that the Holy Scriptures of the Old Tefta- 
ment are alſo his Word; that in theſe” Holy Serip- 
tures Cefpecially if we compare them one With 


the other) all thoſe Things which God requites 


from Mian, in order to his eternal Salvation, are ſo 
plainly delivered, that every ſober Man, with mo- 
derats Cate and Diligence, may come to a ſuffi- 
cient and ſatisfactory Knowledge of them; that 
they who have ſufficient Capacity and Opportu- 
nity for it, ought to endeavour as throughly as they 
can, to underſtand every Part of the Holy Scrip- 
tures; but that, where Men have not ſuch Capa- 
city or Opportunity, God requires no more from 
them, but that they ſhould learn and practice ſuch- 
Things as are neceffary-co their eternal Salvation; 
and, laſtly, that the Tranſlations of the Holy Serip- 
tures into the ſeveral Languages, of which we make 
uſe, have no Miſtake or Error in them, that is de- 
ſtructive of, or dangerous to che Salvation of any 
Man: Of all this (Lay) a judicious Proteſtant will 


ive ſuch ratibnal aſſuonce as is abundantly fuffiei- 


ent to convince and ſatisfy every ſober Man : And 
ſince no ſingle Man is infallible; what more can 
any of you or us expect or defire? Or what indeed 
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are we capable of, beyond ſuch a rational aſſuronce? 
And, when all this is done, he will take che Holy 


Scriptures, in ſuch a Language as you underftand, 


and there he will ſhew you, in as plain Words 
as can be made uſe of, all that God requires to 
be believed and done by you in order to your be- 
ing eternally happy in the life to come. This is 
the plain and rational way that a judicious Proteſtant 
would take to inſtruct you in Religion, if you 
would think fit to hearken to it; and in this: Me- 
thod it is manifeſt, that a Chriſtian of a moderate 
Capacity may not only ſatisfy his own Conſcience, 
but allo give ſufficient Satisfaction to every Gain- 
ſayer, who impartially attends to it, touching the 
Truth of his Religion, and the Ground of it. Now 
let us ſuppoſe that any of you ſhould apply to a 


Prieſt or Biſhop of your own Communion for the 
like Inſtruction: According to the Method moſt 
commonly ufed in your Church, he will give you 
2 Lift of Doctrines, Duties, and Sins, and tell you, 
that if you firmly believe theſe Doctrines, diligent- 


_ ly practiſe theſe Duties, and carefully avoid theſe 
Sins, you will certainly be ſaved : If you ask, con- 
cerning the Doctrines (which are the foundation of 
all the reſt) how you are to be convinced of the 
Truth of them; for that without ſuch Conviction 
it is impoſſible for you to believe them; he will 
tell you, that this is the Faith of the Cburcb, to 


which therefore you are bound to give your full 
aſſent: And if you ask upon what Ground does 
tbe Cburch receive and believe theſe Doctrines, and 


make every one of them a Part of the Chriſtian 


on; 


Faith, and the belief of them neceflary to Salvati- 
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on; he will tell you that this is an enquiry which 
You Ought not to take upon you to make; for that 


it is your Duty to live in an entire ſubmiſſion to the De- 
ciſions of the Church, and not to inform your ſelues of any 
other thing, [ave only to know what ſhe teaches you's it 
being impoſſible for you to be deceived whilſt you heariken 


to ber. I ſpeak the Words. which the Bifhop'iof 
Viviers puts into the Mouth of his mew Converts 


in France, in 2 Book of Inſiruftions by his Order, 
and with Approbation and Privilege, publiſhed for 
them: Part 1. Int. 6. The Words in the French, 
which I have exactly Tranſlated; are — De vi- 
vre dans une entiere ſoumiſſion aux deciſions de! Egli. 
ſe, & de ne m'informer point d'autre choſe que de 
Scavoir ce quelle nous enſeigne, ne pouvant me trom- 
der en Þ ecoutant, But if you would farther inſiſt, 
and ſay that we ought always to be ready to ſatiſ- 
fie- every one, who asketh us a Reaſon of the Hope that 
is in us; as St. Peter requires, 1 Pet. iii. 15. And 
that this Anſwer would never give the leaft Satiſ- 
faction to any one who is not before-hand perſua- 
ded of the Authority of the Church: And if up- 
on this you ſhould. farther demand, Firſt, How. 


it can be proved that God has commanded you 


thus to give your ſelves up to be guided by any 


Society of Men who are called the Church ? Se- 


condly, How you are to be ſufficiently informed, 
who thoſe Men are that make up this Church,, by 
which you are thus to be guided? And Thirdly, 

Who it is that has unqueftionable Authority to 
propoſe the Doctrine of the Church to von, and 


alſo to expound;or explain it, in caſe that, in any 


inſtance, you ſhould not rightly underſtand it? To 
7142 | | | the 
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the two former of theſe Queſtions, he will per- 
haps make ſome offer at an Anſwer, which ye 
you will find to have no-Solidity or real Satisfacti- 
on in it: But to the laſt (without a ſufficient An- 
ſwer to which, his Anſwers to the two others, 
even if the were in themſelves good; would ma- 
difeſtly be of no uſe to you) to the laſt of theſe 
Queſtions (I ſay) he can have no fort of Anſwer, 
that I know of, to give you, but that which in 
private Converſation, has been given to me by ſome 
even of your learned Men; whieh is, that, for in- 
ſormatien herein, you muſt depend upon the Know- 
ledge and Sincerity of your Paſtor, whoſe Buſineſs 
it is to underſtand theſe matters, and therein to 
inſtruct thoſe who are committed to his Care: And 
jk you ask why you may not as well depend upon 
the Knowledge and Sineerity of a Proteſtuut Biſhop 
or Clergy-man,who may have as much learningand 
honefty-as any of your own, and: who makes it his 
Buſimeſs to underſtand the Holy Scriptures, and out 
of them to inſtruct all that will hearken to him, 
in the way of Salvation; ] know no Colour or 
even Shadow of a Reply that can be given you. 
And therefore the Method that ſome of your 
maſt learned! Men have taken, to avoid being 
preſſed by ſuch Quefſions as theſe, is to adviſe 
vou to enter into no Debates about Matters of 
Faith, but wholly: to content vont ſelves with 
what is commonly called Fides Carbnaria, or the 
poor Colliers Faith": I believe what the Church: 
bels ver: Tbe C burch believes whit Pßolie ve. (And ſo 
agar and again) which is all the Anſwer they ad- 


vile Fou to give whenever you ate” puhzaled with 
8 | | | any 


„ * W m ͤ * id 


apprehend; and yet even Bellarmin himſelf (the 


E « 2 and believing he bad skill enqugh rerdefend- it, 


Gil 
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. "am concerning your Faith, Now 
how this can be look'd upon as Faith, or how ſuch 
a Profeſſion can, with a good Conſcience, bemade 
even by an ignorant Man, if he has the leaſt De- 
gree of Underſtanding, is more than I am able to 


moſt skillful of your Controverſial Writers) expreſ- 
ſes great Approbation of it, as being the ſafeſt eren 
for a learnei (and muchi more then certainly fot 
an unl ned) Man. Fhe Hiſtory, as he ſets it 
own from another of your: learned Writers, Pe- 
ter Borgeiut Biſhop of Peas, is, in ſhort, this. 
There were two learned Men) excallent Diſpu- 
7 tants, of good Morals, and very Religious. One 
e of. 8 When he was near his Death, was 
„ Queſtioned by the Dęvib concerning his Faith; 


* *he ate perea iſprarian wide Temper, | 
4412 abguy e ſ eme of the Particulars of, e But the 
Devil: as too cunning fort him, and in the 

75 5 of. [the Debate draw him int Eton 


wel g ſome Patticulats of the Arhanaſtan Cre, 


Upon — K Death ſeizing bim, h& was con- 

gemned ig the Flameslpf Hell: And. ſpon after, 

2003 pearing in this ſad Candition 180 the other 

* 85 L been his Friend and Companion, 

e him an Accountfof the whole matter 

1.1 big hg other earned Man, conſulting 
Db pt his Friends 28 395 3 pet 

15 able to adviſe, him, way reſolved totale 4 ſafer 

. Wahn, And cherefare when the Devil in che like — 

313 Alno his Faith, and asted him 
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e what he believed? His Anſwer was that he belie- 
* ved what his Mother the | Church believed. The 
85 Devil then asked him, what bis Mosber the 
© Church believed? To which his Anſwer was, ſhe 
i believes what I believe. And, as if the ſame 
©© Queſtions had again and again been put to him, 


e he continued in the hearing of the ſtanders by, 


* ro ſay, I believe what the Church believes, and the 
* Church believes) h] believe; and never left 
< off | to repeat the ſame Words until he died. 
(cc 1 C . ; 1 1 = 
And after a few Days he appeared to thoſe who 
© had given him this advice, and gave them thanks 

_ © that, by their Counſel, he had aſcended into the 

©. Kingdom of Heaven.“ As ridiculous as this 
Story appears. to be, it is related by Bellarmin in 
the moſt ſerious manner, in his Treatiſe, Of the 

Art of Ding well, Book 2. Chap. 9: and ſuffici- 

.ently ſhews that he, as Well as others of your 

learned Men, had a very, high Opinion of the Fi- 
des: Carbonaria or the Colliers Faith; altho” He does not 
call it hy that common name. Add to this, that 


| EP 


to read them, you are ſtrictly forbidden to form 
any Judgment or Opinion of ybur on ppon 
them, or to make any Interpretation of them 
in Matters of Faich, but what your Church 


makes for you ; that what this Interpretation is, 


there are very few of you that have any other 
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Way to know, but ac you muſt take ko word of 


your Prieſt for it, chat all your publiek Worſhip, 


_ from whence you might hope to feceive ſome In- 
ſttruction, is performed in an unknown Tongue i 


o 
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and that ſcarce any of you are allowed to read any 
other Books of Religion, except thoſe which are 
recommended to you by your own Clergy. Con- 


ſider all this (I ſay) in the moſt ſerious manner, 


and then judge whether you have not the. great- 
eft Reaſon that can be to ſuſpect that you are 
held in Error, ſince ſo much Care is taken to keep 
you in groſs Ignorance. | „ 
XXXVI. It is not my Deſign at preſent, to con- 
fute the Errors into which your Church has led 
you ; which has already been often, with great 
ſtrength of Judgment, done by many of our Pro- 


teſtant Writers. My only aim in this Addreſs (as I 
told you in the beginning of it) is to put you up- 
on a ſerious and diligent Enquiry into the Truth 

and lawfulneſs of the ſeveral Things which you 


profeſs and practiſe; that you may not ſuffer your 
ſelves to be kept in ignorance of the Grounds and 


| Reaſons of any thing upon which you are made 
to believe that your eternal Salvation depends. 1 


might indeed add many more Conſiderations, upon 


this Subject, to thoſe which I have here uſed. But 


if what I have ſaid will not awaken you out of 


that religious Lethargy in which the Generality of 


you ſeem to me to be; I fear that all I am able 


_ farther to ſay will have but little Effect upon you. 
However my Prayers ſhall never be wanting for 


you, nor my Endeavours to bring you into the 


right way, if any of you, from the higheſt to the 


x 


loweſt; will accept of them. 


According to my Promiſe, I here ſubjoin the Ad. 5 
ditions or New Articles which Pope Pius the IVth. 


in purſuance of che Determinations of the Council, 
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of Dent ths linked with the antient Catholick Faith? 
in the Profeſſion of Faith by him firſt publiſhed in 


the Year 1564, wherein you will find that he makes 
the new Faith alike neceſſary to Salvation with 
the old. 1 


The former Part of this Profe ion of En i 3 


recital of the Creed commonly called the Nicene 
Creed, which we receive alike with you; and ac- 
cordingly have it inſerted in our publick Liturgy, 


a the Or der for the Adminiſtration of the Lord's Sup 
To this Creed Pope Pius adds, and connects 


: wich i it, che following Articles, as 1 have here ex- 
actly tranſlated them from the Original Latin. _ 


7 


40 


© 1 moſt firmly admit and embrace the Apts 
ce lical and. Eccleſiaſtical Traditions, and all the 
ce other Obſervances and Conſtitutions of the ſame 
. N 
© 1 do likewiſe admit the Holy Seriptoter ac- 
ce cording to that Senſe whichHoly Mother Church 
*-doth to whom it belongs to judge of the true 
'© ſenſe and i interpretation of the Holy Scriptures : 


Nor will Lever receive and interpret them other- 
viſe than according to the unanimous Conſent 


& of the Fathers. W 


I do alſo profeſs that chere are truly and pro- 


5 perly ſeven Sactaments of the new Law, infti- 
tuted by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, and neceſſary 
* to the Salvation of Mankind, tho' not all of 


A 
a 


© them to every one: Thar is to ſay, Bapriſm, 


© Confirmation, the Euchariſt, Penance, Extreme 
bs Uaction, Orders, and Matrimony; ; and that they 


fir mation, 


2 1 : * 


do confer Grace; and that of „ Con- 
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* firmation, and Onde mey not be repeated wht” 
* out Sacrilege. I do alfo receive and admit the 


ey 6 and approved Rites of the Catholick 
Church in the ſolemn Adminiſtration of the 


aboveſaid Sacraments. NYE 


*I do embrace and receive all and every thing 
that hath been defined and declared by the Ho- 
ly Synad of Trent, concerning Original Sin and 


Juſtification. 


4 1 do, in like manner, profeſs: that i inthe Mals, N | 


there is offered a true, proper, and propitiatory 
Sacrifice for the Living and the Dead ; and thac 
in the moſt holy Sacrament of the Euchariſt;there 
is truly, really, and ſubſtantially, the Body and 
Blood, together with the Soul and Divinity of 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and that there is a Con- 


verſion made of the whole ſubſtance of the Bread 
into the Body, and of the whole ſubſtance of 


the Wine into the Blood; which Converſion 


the Catholick Church calls Tranſubſtantiation. 


I oconfeſs alſo, that under one kind only, whole 


and entire Chrift and a true Sacrament is recei- 


ved. * 
1 do firmly hold chat there is 2 \ Purgatory, 


and that the Souls there derained are relieved 


by the Suffrages of the Faithful. 
And, in like manner, that the Saints reigning 
together with Chriſt are to be worſhipped an 


prayed to; and that they do offer Prayers unto 
God for us; 3 and that their Relicks Are to be 


Worſhipped. 


© I do moſt my aſſert, chat che lingges of 


Chrift, and of the ever. Virgin Mother of God, 
and of the other Saints, ought to be had and 


Ws rergined, 
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7 ese h and that due 8 worlhip . 
to be given to them. 
Alſo I do affirm that the Power of Indulgences 
© was left by Chrift in the Church; and that the 
i We of them is of moſt great Safety to Chriſtian 
p People. 
2223 4 6 the Holy. Catholick and Apo- 
© ſtolick Roman Church, to be the Mother and 
Mliiſtreſs of all Churches; and I do promiſe and 
s ſwear true Obedience to the Roman Pope, the 
* , Succeſſor of St. Peter Prince of the Apoſtles, 
© and Vicar of Jeſus. Chriſt. 
l do alſo, without any 3 receive and pro- 
< ſeſs all other things which have been delivered, 
ee defined and declared by the Holy Canons and 
© Occumenical Councils, and chiefly by the ſacred 
* holy Synod of Trent; and all contrary things and 
© Hereſies whatſoever, condemned, rejected, and 
* curſed by the Church, I do likewiſe condemn, 
e and curſe Pea 1 


| Note & This true Catholick Faith, 8 which 
no Mas can be ſaved, which at this Time I free- 
25 * profeſs and truly hold, I will take care, as 
much as ſhall lie in me (with God's help) con- 
«* ftantly to keep whole and inviolate, and to con- 
© feſs the ſame unto the laft Breath of my Life; 
and that it be held, taught and preached by thoſe 
under my power, or of whom the Care ſhall 
18 belong to me in my Profeſſion. This I the ſaid 
© N. do promiſe, vow, and ſwear, ſo help me 
2 God, wand els: Goes ans gs 
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—_ = E Bookſeller 88 reſolved” to publiſh 


another Edition of this Addreſs ; I take this 


Opportunity to beg and entreat every one of you, 


who defires to be well informed in what concerns 


his Eternal Salvation, to put a few plain Queſtions 


to your own Conſciences; Or, if you think You are 
not able fufficiently to reſolve them, then to put 
the ſame to your Spiritual Guides; and. deſire 2 


5 plain and direct Anſwer to them. 


1. Can any thing be neceſſary to Man's Salvati- 
on 5 excępt ſu ue 50 things as God: requires or commands us 


to perform? 
der to your Salvation, it is neceflary that you be 
lieve ſuch and ſuch certain Hoctrines, and form 


* 


your: FOO to ſuch and 1 certain Rules of Prac- 


Br 


" $6 „ Wönt uber el 4 God 55 made 11 His 


5 Will, except what is contained in the Ho 5 a. 
| tures Or how can it be proded that he bas m 


any other or farther Revelation ?:? 
4. Does God require or command any ang to be 


believed or done, that may net accordingly de be- 


lived and. gone by 1 Or are Fn continie * 
| e 


FOR oath 


And if any Stan tells you that, in or- 
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8 es of our eftabliſhed Church? > If Go ; 
let the Thing be named, and Proof made that God 
commands or requires it. But if not, then what can hin- 
der but that a Man may be ſaved in ourCommunion? 
F. Or can any thing, that is no Ay FRntrary to 
28 Law, bea a hindrance tO Mao: s Salyation, Ky And 


14 ee Hed any 1395 e con- 
trary to an 6 C 5 J 2 ws 1s by 1 | 
What gooc Reaſon i can>be 115 i 
keep, your ſelves ſeparated from mere . 

"Et cle. very plain Queſtions are ofs reat FT IE 
Hines to every one who . deſires, 12 be 1 in- 
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